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Banquets 





THIS COUNTRY IS ON THE VERGE OF 
a great new discovery which will have 
as beneficial and liberating an in- 
fluence as the Magna Carta, at least. 
American citizens participating in 
public and community activities are 
about to be emancipated from the 
dread duty of attending numberless 
banquets. It only remains for some 
enterprising young man with an eye 
to the public need and a heart full 
of compassion to take hold of this 
idea and put it into effect on a busi- 
nesslike and profitable basis. Mankind 
has already been spared much drud- 
gery and tedious work by labor sav- 
ing devices. The man who will face 
the issue of banquets squarely and 
will establish a coast to coast chain 
of agencies that will provide substit- 
utes to take your place at the banquet 
table will not only pioneer a new 
industry and make a _ considerable 
fortune, he will also gain undying 
fame and a bronze statue on the pub- 
lic squares of every city and town. 

It is hard to determine when the 
institution of attending banquets be- 
came a social problem of first magnit- 
ude demanding an early and radical 
solution. On the surface it would ap- 
pear to be a very desirable institu- 
tion. There is something festive about 
the very name. It is also a vener- 
able ritual dating way back to King 
Arthur’s Round Table and reaches 
still further into the recesses of time 
to the Roman empire and earlier. But 
a careful examination of ancient re- 
cords fails to reveal any public dis- 
satisfaction with banquets. The re- 
bellion against mass chicken-devour- 
ing marathons, like bombers and 
tanks, is strictly a twentieth century 
manifestation. 

Therein lies a clue to the solution 
of this phenomenon. Banquets are 
an aristocratic institution. When re- 
stricted to the few and indulged in 
sparingly, they were all right. But 
under a democratic system, partic- 
ularly a democratic system practic- 
ing mass production, banquets became 
a major nuisance. There is adequate 
proof for this “dialectical” interpreta- 
tion of the subject. The best and 
most conclusive proof is that we 
never hear any complaints against at- 
tending banquets coming from Russia, 
Germany or Italy. In those countries, 
where democracy has been supplanted 
by a totalitarian regime, this evil 
was taken care of in the usual dram- 
atic and dictatorial fashion. 

The extent of the evil of banquets 
has been described on many occa- 
sions. Especially during the past two 
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decades it spread like a plague. Amer- 
ican Legion posts and Communist 
party branches, sewing circles and 
fraternal organizations, organizations 
of young people and of octogenar- 
ians, all have pounced on the banquet 
as a desirable form to open their 
seasons and close them, pay tribute 
and celebrate, to exhort, urge and 
appeal. And there is the compulsion 
to attend, you wouldn’t let your own 
organization down, yould you? 

Of late a new menace appeared 
on the horizon, the individually organ- 
ized banquet. John Doe has been mar- 
ried for twenty three years and six 
months. So he arranges a banquet to 
celebrate the occasion and _ sends 
tickets at so much per to all friends 
and acquaintances. 

In desperation some hard pressed 
persons have turned to substitutes. 
They send their secretaries. An em- 
ployee is duty bound to obey, and 
if the employer is generous, the sec- 
retary can take the following day off 


and recuperate from the synthetic con- 
viviality, the food and the inspiring 
addresses. Also, if an appeal for 
funds for some good cause is made, 
the secretary obviously is not in- 
structed’ to make commitments. And 
so we can now sometimes find Miss 
O’Reilly attending a kosher banquet 
for some Jewish institution in lieu of 
her boss. Miss O’Reilly may not be 
interested but work is work. 

It is not necessary to give up de- 
mocracy on account of banquets. 
Federal legislation may also protect 
employees from this abuse very soon. 
And this is where our future bene- 
factor comes in. A simple banquet 
proxy bureau in the neighborhood 
will take care of the situation. You 
can hire someone to mow your lawn, 
take the dog for a walk and earry 
the ashes out of the basement. Very 
soon you may be able to solve your 
banquet attendance nightmare in a 
similar manner. 

S. K. 














TFofbfUu°75Yr o/s! 


—_——-oOoM we NN OO OO OH He 0 


a a ne a 








JuNE, 1941 





Editorials 





Iraq — The Price of Appeasement 





HE FIGHTING IN IRAQ ENDED WITH A VICTORY 
T for England. The pro-Nazi cabinet of that coun- 
try was forced to flee and, for the moment at any 
rate, the threat to England’s armed forces in Meso- 
potamia has been lifted. But cheering as this de- 
velopment may appear, we must not overlook a num- 
ber of important factors. 

The restoration of the regency that ruled Iraq 
in the name of the boy king until the pro-Nazis 
staged their coup d’etat several weeks ago, merely 
reestablishes the status quo. No new ground has been 
gained by England and no new allies have been won. 
Whatever cost England had to pay in the battle of 
Iraq in the way of loss of men and materials is pure 
loss. This loss could be compensated to some extent 
if England would learn the lesson implicit in the 
case of Iraq. Unfortunately it does not appear at this 
moment that the lesson was learned and understood. 

That the articulate groups in the Arab population 
are anti-British is undeniable. The reasons for this at- 
titude are many and complex. In the present conflict they 
are therefore susceptible to the promises held out by 
the Axis and choose to overlook the eventual full 
implications of a Nazi victory. Furthermore, a Nazi 
victory may have something tangible to offer to the 
small ruling caste among the Arabs. This caste is 
interested in perpetuating its privileged positions as 
landowners, office holders and ecclesiastical dignitaries, 
and Nazi domination need not necessarily undermine 
these positions. What will happen to the Arab masses 
whom Nazi theory has relegated to a class not much 
above the Jews is a different story. But the small 
landed aristocracy of Palestine, Syria and Iraq has 
never manifested any overpowering concern for the 
welfare of the submerged elements. An English vic- 
tory, however, presupposes the continued infiltration 
of democratic ideas which, together with the example 
of the Jewish colonists in Palestine, threaten the patri- 
archal status quo. 

Some elements in England understand this situation. 
The London Nation and New Statesman has stressed 
in recent weeks that England has only two true allies 
in the Near East—Jews and Greeks. British labor also 
understands this. Even some elements in the British 
government begin to see the light and now realize 
that the policy practiced in recent years and to this 
day, a policy of trying to appease the ruling Arab 
cliques at the expense of Jewish rights in Palestine 
and thereby gaining their friendship, has proved a 
failure. Jewish rights, it is true, have been sacrificed. 





Jewish immigration to Palestine has been restricted. 
But the Arabs, or rather the Arab leadership, have 
not been won as friends. 


One of the powers behind the Iraq rebellion was the 
ex-Mufti of Palestine. He was the instigator of the 
terrorism that raged in Palestine between 1936 and 
1939. Toward the end of the disturbances he was ar- 
rested but very conveniently escaped and settled in 
Iraq. Yet despite his record, the British continued 
their efforts to placate him and his followers by issu- 
ing the notorious White Paper which placed the Jews 
of Palestine in the category of second rate citizens. 
The theory behind this policy was simple and brutally 
cynical. It consisted of the formula that Jews would 
support England in any case. The formula was cor- 
rect. What else could Jews do? Support Hitler? 

But even the cynicism of Malcolm MacDonald, erst- 
while Colonial Secretary of England, and of those who 
shared his views proved of no avail. The efforts at 
appeasement, like all efforts of this kind, proved a 
failure and worked to the disadvantage of England 
at a crucial moment in the war. The ex-Mufti was 
not placated; his fellow travellers seized the govern- 
ment of Iraq and embarked on their rebellion against 
England. Leading Arabs in Palestine and Syria, despite 
lip service to the cause of democracy, remain hostile. 
But the effective help which the Jews of Palestine 
have offered time and again since the outbreak of the 
war was refused. Instead of having several trained Jew- 
ish divisions ready to take the field against the Nazis, 
England has barely consented to mobilize ten thous- 
and Jews. Now the enemy is at the gate. 

Press reports during recent days are disturbing. 
Anthony Eden appears to be giving the bankrupt pol- 
icy of appeasement one more chance and is again 
trying to buy the loyalty of Arab ruling cliques for 
the cause of democracy by promises of independence. 

It is disturbing and also discouraging. After nearly 
two years of the war all elements in England should 
have learned that loyalty to a cause cannot be bought. 
Those whose interests coincide with the victory of a 
civilized way of life will fight for such a victory. 
Others, for whom the prospects of a Nazi triumph 
hold no terrors will not be purchased. This war is a 
conflict between two ways of life and there can be no 
room in it for mercenaries. The fighting in Iraq 
proved this point. Unless England at once changes 
its policy in the Near East to one of orientation on 
the masses of Arabs and Jews whose life interests 
depend on a defeat of Hitlerism, it is bound to meet 
with serious and possibly disastrous consequences in 
the battle for the Suez Canal and the surrounding 
areas that is now impending. 





Strange Sponsors 





HE AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE HAS HASTENED TO 
T announce that Roosevelt’s proclamation of a state 
of unlimited emergency is to be viewed as a victory for 
Lindbergh and his followers. The reasoning is spe- 
cious but simple: since Roosevelt did not come out for 
convoys in so many words, the ‘‘peace’”’ cause has won. 
On the basis of this encouraging development the 
leaders of the America First Committee urge their fol- 
lowers to continue their efforts. This curious interpre- 
tation of Roosevelt’s epoch making address is hardly 
surprising. We may expect the active, proponents of 
appeasement to keep up the good work till the last. 


What is more puzzling are some of the individuals 
that are lately flocking under the America First ban- 
ner. It is not pleasant to think of Norman Thomas ad- 
dressing America First rallies, nor of Sinclair Lewis’ 
sending telegrams of greeting. The America First rally 
at Madison Square Garden was no place for the vet- 
eran socialist no matter how passionate an isolationist 
he might be. It was also a strange auditorium for the 
words of the author of “It Can’t Happen Here.” The 
character of the America First following is by now 
obvious to all except the most willfully ingenuous. 
One need not have made a masterly study of the rise 
of a native fascist movement to be able to detect the 
alarming symptoms in the America First assemblies. 
Certainly Sinclair Lewis, better than most men, is in 
a position to hear the ominous rumble behind the 
raucous cheers for “peace.” He knows the sound of 
these tom-toms; he has himself traced this pattern too 
clearly to be deceived. 

The fact that John Flynn and other America First 
speakers disavow all Bundist and openly fascist sup- 
port does not mend matters. A general cannot dis- 
avow the army with which he fights. Anyone who 
has attended the America First rallies can have no il- 
lusions as to the proportion of incipient fascist ele- 
ments present. One merely had to turn on the radio 
and hear the volume of boos for Roosevelt and Eng- 
land in contrast to the discreet silence which greeted 
mentions of Hitler; one merely had to listen to the 
uproarious applause which saluted every suggestion 
of a British defeat to have no doubts as to where the 
sympathies of the America First audience lay. The 
great bulk of Lindbergh’s disciples are, like their 
master, plainly pro-Nazi. 

No sponsor of this group, no matter how purely 
peace loving his intentions: may be, can divorce him- 
self from the preponderant mass of its constituents. 
Perhaps Norman Thomas believes that he can isolate 
himself on an America First platform from the fascist 
rabble so closely scattered in the hall, just as he be- 
lieves that we can isolate ourselves on the American 
continent from the Nazi wave breaking against every 
shore. Perhaps Sinclair Lewis believes that he can 
greet a meeting which refused to sing God Bless 
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America because Irving Berlin is the author, and be 
absolved from all responsibility for further develop- 
ments. It can’t be done. There is only one effective 
way to disavow the Nazi and fascist sympathizers at 
the America First meetings. That is by refusing to be 
in their midst. Otherwise, all pretty words to the con- 
trary, cooperation with vociferous pro-Nazis can only 
be interpreted as sanction of their activities. 


Common Sense Discovers 
Anti-Semitism 





“T believe that the current hysteria has swept many 
Jews off their usually intelligent stance. I think many 
Jews have forgotten that the Jews in this country have 
fared pretty well in many respects compared with 
other religious and racial groups. There has never 
been a Jewish pogrom in this country. But there have 
been Catholic pogroms. Mobs have attacked and burned 
Catholic institutions, and driven Catholics from homes 
and jobs. The last war witnessed a truly barbaric 
anti-Germanism. One man of German blood was lynch- 
ed; many others were imprisoned and persecuted in 
various ways. Yet today, we find Catholics and German- 
Americans splitting on the war issue in the open as 
they have on other issues. I think its downright un- 
Jewish of the Jews—that most individual of races—to 
line up so solidly on one side.” 

HE LENGTHY QUOTATION ABOVE IS TAKEN FROM 
T an article by Frank C. Hanighen as published in 
the June issue of Common Sense. Were it not for the 
name of the author and the nature of the magazine in 
which the article appeared, we would have passed over it 
without comment. After all, this type of thinly-veiled 
threat to Jews—be good or else—is nothing new in 
recent years. Take any random issue of Social Justice 
and you will find pages of this kind of stuff. But the 
fact that it was written by a man who introduces himself 
“as European correspondent for one of the most prom- 
inent anti-Nazi dailies in the country—exposing the fas- 
cists and their works in Germany, Italy, Spain and other 
lands,” and was published by a reputable magazine of 
liberal opinion, attaches a significance to this article far 
beyond its merits and arouses some sad reflections. Mr. 
Hanighen’s thesis, briefly summarized, is as follows: 
there is a rising wave of anti-Semitism in this country at 
present. This wave of bigotry is likely to gain in inten- 
sity and anti-Semites will claim that Jews tried to get the 
United States into the war. Neither Senator Wheeler 
nor Mr. Hanighen nor other liberals believe this accusa- 
tion, but of course ‘‘it will be difficult to disprove” it. 
Senator Wheeler and other sensitive isolationist leaders 
are concerned about the situation, but what can they do? 
Jews are a stubborn people and insist on maintaining 
“an almost unbroken front on the subject of war and 
our foreign policy.” Senator Wheeler is angry with the 
Jews. So, it appears, is Mr. Hanighen, and in a fit of 
such anger he has delivered himself of the above not 
very delicate threat that the next inning at a pogrom in 
America might belong to Jews unless they reform and 
produce a batch of porminent rabbis’ names for the 
letterheads of isolationist committees. In concluding 
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his piece, Mr. Hanighen got the best of his anger and 
remembered that he was a liberal, so he added rather 
lamely: “It is the duty of liberals everywhere to fight 
anti-Semitism. But the Jews have a duty too—to make 
it easy for liberals to carry on this fight.” 

It would be very easy to point out the dense collection 
of fallacies and contradictions in Mr. Hanighen’s article. 
Being a well-known journalist and an intelligent man he 
should have realized for himself that in fighting anti- 
Semitism a real liberal also has to fight the anti-Semitic 
charge about Jews “getting us into the war.” Being a 
liberal (as he claims to be) Mr. Hanighen should have 
known that real liberalism is not conditioned by any 
buts. Liberalism is a mode of behavior and a way of 
life. One who is a liberal does not say “I will fight anti- 
Semitism if you Jews are nice and become isolationists or 
stop being bankers or Bolsheviks or what have you.” 
The moment one does so, he puts himself in the same 
category with Father Coughlin who also pretends to be a 
friend of Jews, except that he dislikes bad ones and does 
not seem to have run across any good ones yet. 

We are not worried about Mr. Hanighen’s qualified 
liberalism these days. Nor are we too much concerned 
with his anger. If gaining Mr. Hanighen for a friend 
entails supporting the America First Committee, booing 
President Roosevelt and cheering any mention of British 
defeat, then we will be forced to do without his 
friendship. 

What is disturbing is the ease with which such an 
erstwhile “friend” and liberal descends to the level of 
hinting at pogroms the moment Jews don’t live up to his 
notion of what is the right foreign policy to follow. 
What is really ominous is the thinness and fragility of 
the bond that holds some liberals to their principles so 
that it breaks at the first tension and permits a liberal, 
nay, by some standards even a radical publication like 
Common Sense to print this type of narrow-minded 
outburst. 

If Mr. Hanighen’s article in Common Sense were but 
one manifestation of this phenomenon it would not do 
to get excited about it. Unfortunately it is not the only 
one and appears to be symptomatic of a general trend. 
Other reputable liberals and intellectual spokesmen of 
the isolationist faith have expressed themselves publicly 
or privately to the general tune of ‘‘we have been your 
friends but if you continue in your bad ways of support- 
ing all out aid to England we may change out minds 
about you.” 

Others seek to put the blame on the nature of the 
American people. Thus in the current issue of Aflantic 
Monthly Albert Jay Nock, writing on the Jewish prob- 
lem in America develops and stresses the idea that: ““The 
American mob’s grim reputation for sheer anthropoid 
savagery is equalled only by that of the revolutionary 
mobs of Paris.” And he too predicts: “‘I think it is not 
impossible that I shall live to see the Nurenberg Laws 
re-enacted in this country and enforced with vigor.” 
Mr. Nock follows a somewhat ‘different tack from Mr. 
Hanighen. He foresees deep economic disturbances as a 
result of the present Federal spending, with the Jews as 
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the natural scapegoat for the anger of the masses. Nor 
does he even attempt to suggest a plan of action to curb 
the anti-Semitic outbreaks of the people which to him 
seem almost a foregone conclusion. 

And there we are. Back in the old groove of being 
“tolerated.”” In recent years many American Jews have 
become very sensitive to their environment. Jews who 
mingled freely with Gentiles without any trace of self- 
consciousness now are often subject to morbid suspicions 
and doubts whether they are really accepted as equals 
and whether the Gentile friend may not suddenly voice 
the dreaded “‘but you are a Jew, hence you are a stranger 
and should watch your step and your tongue.” The 
actions and words of some of our liberals at this time 
can only serve to accentuate this feeling. Whether they 
are rather blunt—like Mr. Hanighen—or more indirect 
in their rationalizations make no appreciable difference. 
The effect is the same. 


Palestine 





T IS TIME WE FACED THE TERRIBLE FACT. WITHIN 
the coming weeks Palestine may become a battle 
ground and the Nazi monster may catch up with his vic- 
tims in their last haven from which there is no going 
away. It seems as if some unspoken dread has kept 
many of us from thinking in terms of the actual invasion 
of Palestine. Of course there were the bombardments 
of Haifa and Tel Aviv. But these were carried out by 
fascist bombers operating from faraway bases. It ap- 
pears that many people simply refused to think in terms 
of panzer divisions in Galilee or Samaria. The thought 
of the brave Jewish community, nearly all fugitives from 
persecution and terror, which has tenaciously dug into 
the rocky soil of Palestine and determined that this be its 
home, being overrun by their tormentors was too terrible 
to contemplate. 

Now the terror of actual Nazi invasion is at Pales- 
tine’s door. Crete has fallen. There are reports of 
infiltration into Syria. That which we wished to believe 
to be impossible is about to happen and many ask the 
numbing question: What will happen if ...? But the 
question is seldom finished because its implications are 
too horrifying. 

The Jewish community in Palestine is going about its 
work with its usual calm, the calm of people who are 
deeply aware that there is no choice of alternatives, that 
they are at a post from which there can be no retreat. 
This is the way they went about their work when many 
fell victim to malaria while reclaiming the soil; this is 
the way they behaved during the years of Arab terrorism 
and attack; thus they behaved when the news was good 
and when the news was bad. 

Today they are also mobilized and ready. Should 
England give them the opportunity, tens of thousands 
are prepared to take up arms in defense of this their last 
stronghold. That they have not been armed and trained 
in modern methods of warfare before this last crucial 
hour is a crying accusation against the democracies 
which have dedicated themeslves to the defeat of . 


Nazism. 





Hadoar 





ADOAR, THE ONLY HEBREW WEEKLY IN THE 

world outside of Palestine, has just completed 
the first twenty years of its existence. A few days ago 
the thousandth issue of Hadoar rolled off the press 
in New York City. 


Twenty years ago Hadoar began as a daily. But within 
a few months it was forced to revert to the form of a 
weekly magazine. Many prophets of doom at that time 
predicted its early end. What with the sharp limitation 
of Jewish immigration, from eastern Europe, a class of 
immigrants among whom many of the males at least 
were more or less at home in the Hebrew language, and 
the rapid adoption of the English language and Amer- 
ican cultural values, it seemed at the time as if the 
gloomy prognostications about the fate of Hebrew in 
America might turn out to be well founded. But the 
struggling weekly continued to appear and in time 
gained a devoted and steadfast audience. Nor could the 
readers of the Hebrew Hadoar be defined as merely a 
group of people who cherish an old sentimental attach- 
ment to a language they were taught in their youth. Any 
publication that can survive and retain the loyalty of 
a reading public for two decades must fill a deep felt 
need that goes for beyond mere sentiment. 


There was a time, not so very long ago either, 
when Hebrew publications flourished in many coun- 
tries. Now the advancing tide of Nazi conquest and 
Soviet “Liberating annexation” have wiped them off. 
There remain only two countries where Hebrew can 
grow and develop—Palestine, where Hebrew is the 
everyday language of the Jews, and America. Ameri- 
can Jews have the means to support a Hebrew press. 
Now it is also obvious that there are enough of them 
who feel an inner need for it. 


Conference in Philadelphia 





HE CONVENTION OF THE LEAGUE FOR LABOR 
iy Palestine held in Philadelphia the last week-end in 
May was unquestionably a demonstration of a will to 
live and a determination to carry on in spite of the dif- 
ficulties which were the lot of the League ever since its 
inception some six years ago. It has demonstrated that 
the League has created a promising leadership in Amer- 
ican Zionist and Jewish life, that it has attracted new 
elements to Zionist ideology, and has prepared a mem- 
bership demanding more intense Zionist expression. 


The Convention has chalked off a brief period of 
orientation attended by many and serious misgivings, 
and has embarked upon a new chapter which holds out 
greater promise for its future. This is both gratifying and 
promising of a brighter future for the League. The 
Labor Zionist family in America might well be advised 
to look hopefully to the future development of the 
League and its program to rally ever greater numbers in 
support of the Histadrut. 
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REGISTER YOUR CHILD IN 
CAMP KINDERWELT 


for a Happy and Healthy summer's vacation 


Rates: 
for whole season: 
to non-members ................ $165.00 
I eicisntiaicusiicnnnrscnnene 150.00 


(Jewish National Workers’ Alliance) 


for first half season: 
to non-members ................ 82.50 


members. ...............00cececeees 75.00 


GALA OPENING OF 
UNSER CAMP 


Friday, June 27th, 1941 


Special rates for week-end .................... $7.50 
(from Friday evening to Sunday afternoon) 


Reduced rates for July 4th week-end....11.00 
(3 DAYS) 


For information, write or phone: 
UNSER CAMP & KINDERWELT 
Phone: Highland Mills 3091 
New York Office: 251—4th Avenue, N. Y. C. 
Phone: STuyvesant 9-4677 














For Distinction on Social 
Occasions 


For Dependability in 
Business 
Whichever you desire, ‘your message on the 


blue blank assures complete satisfaction. 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your social activ- 
ities for good form, good taste and good im- 
pression. 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your business for 
speed, for accuracy and for dependability. 


To telegraph, telephone 


fostal Telegraph 


Charges will appear on your telephone bill 
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Bundles for Germany 





by William Storm 





Nazi Drugs for American People 

HEN YOU buy a box of Bayer’s Aspirin, a 

bottle of Philipp’s Milk of Magnesia, or a 
package of Dr. Lion’s Tooth Powder, you contribute 
modestly to Hitler’s war chest. You should not be 
oversensitive about it, since Uncle Sam himself in- 
dulges in the same practice when he grants defense 
orders to German-controlled firms. Most of the largest 
American corporations—Rockefeller’s Standard Oil, 
Morgan’s International Tel & Tel, Mellon's Alumi- 
num Co. of America, and scores of other trusts, act in 
the same way. As far as they are concerned, though, 
while they help to finance the Nazi war effort, they 
profit by it themselves. 

That is a long and complicated story, a story of 
patents and stocks, frozen assets and interlocking di- 
rectorates, a story of patriotic statements and inter- 
national finance. 

It begins way back at the dawn of the century, in 
the U. S. Patent Office. Lawyers, businessmen, in- 
ventors visited it. Practically every time one of them 
came to register an invention in the field of chemic- 
als, he was acting on behalf of a German firm. If 
there had been just one patent registered every week- 
day, it would have taken the German chemists fifteen 
full years to have all their inventions protected by 
Washington. As a matter of fact, by 1915, they did 
own about 4,500 patents here, and to a large extent 
controlled the American chemical industry. But all 
their efforts proved fruitless when the first World 
War broke out and the Federal Government confiscat- 
ed the German patents which were later sold to several 
American companies. 

At the end of 1925, the IG-Farbenindustrie, one 
of the world’s largest chemical trusts, was founded. 
Among many other things, it was particularly inter- 
ested in developing substitutes for oil. Since April 
1927 the corporation carried on the production of oil 
fuel from coal by the Bergius process. In August of 
that year, the IG-Farben made an agreement with the 
Standard Oil Co. to exploit the process jointly. The 
necessary funds were supplied by the Deutsche Gasolin 
AG.,a subsidiary of the German chemical trust, Stand- 
ard Oil, and the Shell Oil group. 

A formal deal was signed, on November 23, 
1929, by the American trust and the German corporation 
and a new company was formed, the Standard IG Co. 
which received the exclusive right to use the German 
patents throughout the world, except in Germany. In the 
United States, the Standard IG transferred its rights 
to the Hydro Patents Co. operating three plants, and 
the Hydro Engineering & Chemical Co. The co-opera- 


tion between the two trusts extends abroad. A holding 


corporation, the Hydrogenation Patents Co. was found- 
ed in 1931 to administer the patents of IG-Farben 


throughout the world, with the exception of the 
United States and Germany. 

Thus the German chemical industry regained a 
foothold in America. That was all it needed to re- 
sume its expansion in the Western hemisphere. Upon 
the formation of the Standard IG Co. the IG-Farben 
found itself in possession of 446,222 Standard Oil 
shares which it transferred to the American IG Chemi- 
cal Corp., its oversea subsidiary, founded on April 26, 
1929. Its first president was Hermann Schmitz, who 
is also the chairman of the IG-Farben’s board of 
directors, and who was replaced, in 1939, by D. A. 
Schmitz, probably a relative of his. The vice-president 
of both the parent company and its subsidiary is Wal- 
ter H. vom Rath, whose son, a Nazi diplomat, was 
killed in Paris by a young Polish Jew, Grynszpan. 
The corporation is jointly administered by representa- 
tives of the IG-Farben and the latter’s Swiss branch, 
the I.G. Chemie of Basel. A few Americans have had 
seats on the board of directors. Walter C. Teagle, 
chairman of the Standard Oil Co., was one of them. 
In 1938, he was replaced by Edgar M. Clark, another 
representative of the same company. Edsel B. Ford 
was and still is a director of the corporation. 

Today it owns the General Aniline Works (the 
General Dyestuff Corporation distributes the former 
company’s products) the Agfa-Ansco Corp., and the 
Ozalid Corp. It holds shares in several companies of 
the Standard Oil group: the Mission Corp., Standard 
Oil of California, and Standard Oil of Indiana. One 
of its vice-presidents, William P. Pickhardt, recently 
dead, was a director of Jasco, Inc., another Standard 
Oil subsidiary. In addition, it held or still holds stocks 
in numerous American chemical and related firms: E. 
I. DuPont de Nemours, Eastman Kodak, Dow Chemi- 
cal, Monsanto Chemical, Vick Chemical, United 
Drug, etc. 

But the corporation with which the American IG 
Chemical has established the closest relationship, is 
the Sterling Products Co., one of the largest drug 
producers in the world, and the manufacturer of 
numerous brands—Bayer’s Aspirin, Philipp’s Milk 
of Magnesia, Dr. Lion’s Tooth Powder, etc. The 
American IG owns a substantial amount of shares in 
Sterling Products. Dr. William E. Weiss, the head 
of the latter company, is a director of the former 
corporation. Both trusts jointly own the Alba Pharma- 
ceutical Co. and the Winthrop Corp. 

In March, 1936, Hitler marched his troops into 
the Rhineland—and Europe went a step further on 
the road to war. By that time the Germans also had 
reconquered most of their old positions in the United 
States. But they were not going to repeat the mistakes 
of 1917, when, by a simple edict, the Federal Govern- 
ment had put them out of business. They knew that 
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the conflict was coming, and had decided to carry on 

their business in America, despite the war and a 

probable British blockade. Their problem was to find 

__ a respectable alias under which no one would trouble 
them. 


The IG-Farben entered into a profit sharing agree- 
ment with the Sterling Products. Winthrop Chemical, 
controlled by the latter company and the American IG, 
was given perpetual and exclusive U. S. rights to 
manufacture and sell all products developed by the 
German chemical trust in medicine, pharmacy, per- 
fumery, cosmetics, etc. It received all the processes and 
formulae, and the patents and trade marks. 

Similar agreements had been made by IG-Farben 
with the Bayer Co., Ltd., wholly owned subsidiary of 
Sterling Products, in Canada, and with the Bayer 
Products Co., Ltd., London, an affiliate of which 
Sterling owns 50% of the stock. The second agree- 
ment covers Great Britain, South Africa, British West 
Indies, Australia, and New Zealand. Thus, despite 
the war, the IG-Farben is able to maintain its posi- 
tion in the English-speaking countries, and continues 
to make there substantial profits. (It would take too 
long to calculate how much it will earn on the 
$13,800 defense order awarded on April 16, 1941, 
by the Navy Department to Winthrop Chemical,—a 
small profit, indeed, but nevertheless a profit.) 

An even more startling agreement has been entered 
into by the German chemical trust and Sterling Pro- 
ducts. The latter’s U.S. subsidiary, Bayer Co., Inc., 
went on marketing the IG-Farben’s medicine products 
in South and Central America and Mexico under trade 
marks and brands owned by the German corporation. 
The Sterling Products receives 25% of the net profits 
from the business, and the balance is transferred to the 
IG-Farben. 

Oone should remember that the Bayer Co. originally 
was a German firm. Seized in 1917 by the Federal 
Government, it was, sold for cash to Sterling Products 
in February 1919. The latter resold the dye division 
of it to the Grasselli Chemical Co. which formed a 
separate unit: the Grasselli Dyestuff Corp., later re- 
named General Aniline Works and eventually bought 
by the American IG Chemical. Thus the Germans 
reconquered one of their key positions in the Ameri- 
can industry. 

That is why the Department of Justice decided to 
investigate some chemical trusts. (By the way, it would 
be interesting to find out what became of the five 
million dollars that the American IG Chemical re- 
ceived for some 125,000 American industrial shares 
it hastened to sell between March, 1938, and Decem- 
ber, 1939?) 

It is easy to show that seemingly American com- 
panies do business for the Germans all over the 
world. It will be much harder to do something 
about it. 

The Nazis did not wait for an official investigation 
to protect their business. The agreement by which 
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the IG-Farben transferred its trade in the British 
Empire and Americas to the Sterling Products, was but 
one of the numerous precautions they had taken. On 
October 31, 1939, two months after the beginning of 
the war, the American IG Chemical dropped its ten- 
year old, but somewhat conspicuous name in favor of 
the General Aniline & Film Corp. In May, 1940, I. G. 
Chemie, the Swiss subsidiary of the German chemical 
trust, specially founded to deal with the latter’s hold- 
ings abroad, acquired practically all of the General 
Aniline voting stock. A month later, it resold over 
one-third of it to the company itself. Today, General 
Aniline & Film is an American corporation, with an 
American name and highly respectable American busi- 
nessmen on its board of directors, only partly con- 
trolled by a neutral Swiss company. It is, too,—ex- 
clusive of its investments in other corporations—the 
third largest American manufacturer of dyestuffs and 
auxiliary products, and the second largest manufacturer 
of cameras, films, and photographic equipment. 

The IG-Farben and its American subsidiary did not 
restrict their agreement to Standard Oil and Sterling 
Products. The parent company has a minority interest 
in the German subsidiary of the Ford Motor Co. It 
owns 50% of the stock in the Magnesium Develop- 
ment Corp., the balance of which belongs to the 
Aluminum Co. of America. It controls, jointly with 
the National Lead Co. a titanium oxide plant located 
near Cologne, in Germany. Finally, it provided the 
Pennsylvania Salt Manufacturing Co. with patents for 
the production of chemicals essential for the national 
defense. As a result, Pen Chlor Inc. was born, which 
operates two factories at Wayndotte, Mich., and Phila- 
delphia. 

As for the General Aniline, it has shares of the 
Plaskon Co. molding compounds manufacturers, con- 
trolled by the Libbey Owens Ford Glass Co. It also 
founded, jointly with the Aluminum Co. of America, 
the American Magnesium Corp. 

On January 30, 1941, IG-Farben, General Aniline, 
the Aluminum Co. of America, and the two mag- 
nesium producings companies founded by these cor- 
porations were indicted under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act. A Federal Grand Jury had found that the agree- 
ments entered into by these companies seriously de- 
layed and impeded American production of aircraft 
and hampered the national defense. Magnesium was 
found to cost more in the United States than abroad, 
especially in Germany. IG-Farben, located in the Third 
Reich, was not impressed by the charges. But General 
Aniline, an American corporation, acted at once. On 
January 31, one day after the indictment was filed, it 
offered its half interest in the American Magnesium 
Corporation to the Aluminum Co. of America. The 
deal was closed on February 6. 

As a matter of fact, General Aniline insists that it 
has no ties whatsoever with the German chemical 
trust, which probably is technically true—today. It is 
a mere coincidence that until the beginning of the 
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war, both corporations were presided over by the 
same Hermann Schmitz, that Felix Iselin, president of 
the IG-Farben’s Swiss branch, was elected, on December 
8, 1940, director of General Aniline. 


The war did not sever the ties between IG-Farben 
and its American partners. In 1940, it sold to Standard 
Oil exclusive American rights for the production of 
the synthetic “buna” rubber. As for the funds be- 
longing to the German corporation and seized, a few 
weeks ago, by the Federal government in a New York 
bank, they were obviously deposited there by Standard 
Oil. 

IG-Farben, though by far the most important factor 
in the chemical industry, is by no means the only 
corporation of its kind which is active in the United 
States. It may be interesting to give one more example, 
chosen, this time, in the field of the rayon industry. 


The leading German rayon trust, Bemberg-Ver- 
einigte Glanzstoff-Fabriken AG, has two American 
subsidiaries, the American Bemberg Corporation, 
founded in 1925, and the North American Rayon 
Corporation, launched two years later to become the 
fourth largest rayon manufacturer in the United 
States. 


Both companies operate adjacent factories in Elisa- 
bethton, Tenn., share their executive offices, 261 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, and have practically the 
same boards of directors. Among the latter, were 
Emil Georg von Strauss, a well-known Nazi financier, 
director of the Reichsbank and vice-president of Hit- 
ter’s rubber-stamp Reichstag, and several representa- 
tives of the parent company. They were supplemented, 
on the American side, by Monroe C. Gutman, a part- 
ner and vice-president of Lehman Bros., Eustace Selig- 
man, a director of the Midland Marine Corporation, 
and less important people. 


In May 1940, at the very time when the IG-Far- 
ben’s Swiss subsidiary received the controlling stock 
of General Aniline and was otherwise preparing for 
any emergency, the German directors of the two rayon 
companies resigned. They were promptly replaced by 
three distinguished Americans: William Gage Brady, 
Jt., president of the National City Bank of New 
York, Boylston A. Tompkins, vice-president of the 
Bankers Trust Co., and Henry P. Turnbull, vice- 
president of the Central Hanover Bank. The two 
subsidiaries of the German rayon trust for all prac- 
tical purposes became purely American companies. 
But on June 24, 1940, when an American patent for 
treating rayon yarn was granted to J. J. Stoeckly, of 
Germany, it was assigned to the North American 
Rayon Corporation. 


It should be mentioned that IG-Farben controls, 
jointly with a few other trusts, the Metallgesellschaft 
—a company enjoying a practical monopoly in the 
German iron trade. Its board of directors comprises 
Carl Bosch, president of the IG-Farben, Walter vom 
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Rath, vice-president of the same company and several 
others. 

The Metallgesellschaft controls four American com- 
panies: the American Lurgi Corporation, of New 
York, the Pembroke Chemical Corporation, with a 
phosphorus producing plant located at Pembroke, 
Fla., the Revertex Corporation of America, and, the 
most important of all, the Ore & Chemical Corpora- 
tion of New York. Capitalized at only $200,000, 
this company trades in metals and metal ores, and is 
also an investment corporation. Its board of directors 
is composed of otherwise unknown German names— 
and Julian B. Beaty who happens also to be a director 
of the Phelps-Dodge Refining Corporation, Nichols 
Engineering & Refining Corporation, and Collahan 
Zinc Lead Corporation, which specialize in the very 
metals the Nazis are buying through the Metallgesell- 
schaft. 


American Cars for Nazi Army 


E MUST go just as far as we can—striving to 

keep peace in our own country—to help win 

the war against Hitlerism,” Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., told 
the Economic Club of Chicago, on April 8. 

As everyone knows, Mr. Sloan is the chairman of 
the board of directors of General Motors, which holds 
some $750,000,000 defense orders from the Federal 
government. Few people realize that Mr. Sloan is 
also a director of Adam Opel AG, a German sub- 
sidiary of General Motors, which holds tremendous 
defense orders from the Nazi government. 

As a matter of fact, while the German chemical 
industry was silently reconquering the United States, 
the American car manufacturers set out on the conquest 
of the German automotive industry. 

In March, 1929, General Motors acquired an 
80% stock interest in Adam Opel AG, at a cost of 
about $26,000,000, and two years later, bought the 
remaining minority interest. It retained Secret Trade 
Counselor, Doktor, Engineer honoris causa Wilhelm 
von Opel as the chairman of the board of directors, 
and named Graeme K. Howard, Alfred P. Sloan, 
and James D. Mooney, all of General Motors, vice- 
president and directors respectively. 

Another German ornated the board—Dr. Carl 
Luer. Now, there is a Dr. Carl Luer, a well-shaven 
little-eyed man with low eyebrows, who would be a 
welcome acquisition to any corporation located in the 
Third Reich. A Nazi of old standing—he joined the 
Nazi movement back in 1926—Carl Luer became, 
after 1933, a member of the Reichstag, and the 
Labor Commissioner of the Hesse province, in which 
the Opel works are located. He is not likely to share 
Mr. Sloan’s ideas about “the war against Hitlerism.” 
But neither is the policy of Adam Opel AG geared to 
that of General Motors. 

The American corporation pledges, in full-page 
advertisements, its support to ‘‘the millions of people 
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fighting for freedom throughout the world” and 
states that “every hour moves us closer to the day 
when defense materials will flow to our embattled 
friends in Europe in volume enough to swing the 
scale.” 

Adam Opel does not advertise, it is much too busy 
turning out, in a great enough volume to prevent the 
scale from swinging, similar defense materials which 
are used against the millions of people fighting for 
freedom. 

As a matter of fact, General Motors did a good 
business when it bought Opel. The latter already was 
one of the largest German car manufacturers, but, 
under the new management, it expanded tremendously. 
In 1933, it employed 13,000 workers only and pro- 
duced 39,260 cars. In 1939, it manufactured, with 
more than double the personnel, 122,856 automobiles 
—a threefold increase. As for the dividends, during 
the same seven years, they rose from zero to 8%. On 
the eve of the war, Opel was the largest car manu- 
facturer in Europe, and the seventh largest in the 
world. Over one-third of all new cars and trucks 
registered in Germany were Opel’s. 

In its last pre-war report to the stockholders, Opel 
stated that “the tie with the General Motors Corpora- 
tion had an extremely fertile influence. Due to the 
latter’s sales organization in almost all countries of 
the world, it provided the prerequisite for the extra- 
ordinary increase of exports.” In 1938 and 1939, 
Opel sold abroad 26% and 30% respectively of its 
total production, thus providing the Nazi economy 
with longed-for foreign currency as well as with an 
important asset in the German barter agreements. 

Then the blitz war broke out. 

As a matter of fact, “blitz” is not used in Germany 
itself as a contraction for “blitzkrieg.” For a German, 
“Blitz” is the trade mark of one of the best known 
trucks—a product of Opel. (By the way, the General 
Motor’s German subsidiary has invested money in 
only one big corporation—the Hermann Goering 
Mining Trust.) 

Four years before Opel became an American-con- 
trolled company—on January 5, 1925,—Ford founded 
a German subsidiary, the Ford Motor Co. AG, mod- 
estly capitalized at 5 million marks. Located at Niehl, 
a suburb of Cologne along the bank of the Rhine, 
with its main entrance on the Henry Ford Strasse, it 
was a none-too-large assembly plant which later on 
began to manufacture spare parts for all Ford models. 

The board of directors of the new company was 
presided over by a man who had even longer titles 
than General Motors’ Wilhelm vom Opel. He was 
the Counsellor-at-Law, Secret Counsellor, Doktor, 
Engineer honoris causa, Minister of Reich, retired, 
H. F. Albert—a complete nonentity. The vice-presi- 
dent was a much more striking figure. Dr. Carl Bosch, 
president of the IG-Farben—which owns 6,5% of the 
stock in the Ford AG—has been made by the Nazis 
the Fuehrer of the German chemical industry. He is 
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a member of the Supreme Economic Council, and a 
director of Krupp and several other companies. 

Edsel B. Ford also sits on the board of directors 
of his family’s German subsidiary. Of these two men, 
Bosch was, and Ford still is, a director of General 
Aniline & Film. 

For some eight years, the plant on the Rhine led 
a peaceful and dull existence. Its few hundred workers 
assembled American-made cars and manufactured 
spare parts. They numbered 704 in 1933, when Hitler 
came to power. Then, things began to happen. 

The German Fuehrer and the Lord of Dear- 
born sympathized at once. They both loathed democ- 
racy, hated the unions, and blamed everything on the 
Jews. All over Germany, the Nazis renamed hundreds 
of streets; they made away with Heinrich Heine, but 
respected Heinrich Ford. 

Under Hitler, Ford expanded his production and 
converted his assembly plant into a manufacturing 
unit. Beginning in 1937, every fourth car manufac- 
tured at the Cologne plant was sold abroad. ‘“These 
exports,” boasted the board of directors, “‘partly 
served to provide important foreign raw materials for 
Germany. Only to a certain extent were they used for 
our own production, while a substantial amount was 
put at the disposal of the community. The company 
was not afraid of any difficulty to place the Cologne 
plant increasingly at the service of the German na- 
tional needs, and to use the foreign connections of 
the corporation for that purpose.”” In 1937, the ‘‘Ger- 
man national needs” meant armaments, as today they 
mean war. The Ford Motors Co. AG must have 
known what it was doing when it handed over to the 
Nazis “important foreign raw materials.” 

The Cologne cars were not the only goods that 
Ford sold abroad for the benefit of the Nazis. He 
also tried to sell Nazi ideas to the American people. 
He failed to convince his countrymen that fascism and 
racial hatred were domestic American products. But 
on June 18, 1937, the ‘‘Heeresverordnungsblatt,” the 
official bulletin of the German Army, announced a 
decision to recognize the cars manufactured by the 
Ford AG as a domestic German product. “Thus,” the 
board of directors rejoiced, ‘‘a welcome clarification 
was brought into this question which is important for 
the company.” 

The ‘“‘welcome clarification” consisted of substantial 
defense orders. The factory expanded. The initial 
5 million marks capital had been increased to twenty 
millions, and some 3,500 workers were busy at Co- 
logne manufacturing fewer and fewer passenger cars, 
and more and more trucks for the army. 

That was not enough. Defense orders were piling 
up. They were so numerous that in 1938 Ford had 


to open a new factory in Berlin, and so great was the 


rush that instead of building it, he rented the large 
plant of the Ambi Works. 

In July 1939, six weeks before the declaration of 
war, the corporation dropped its old name—Ford 














cS 
2 


al 


Is 


ons EUS OS UD Nek 


s Lo ae | 











JUNE, 1941 





Motor Co. AG, and emerged with an alias: Fordwerke 
AG. An English name no longer suited a company 
which was entirely devoted to ‘German national 
needs.” (The American subsidary of IG-Farben 
waited till October 1939 to become the General Ani- 
line & Film.) 

As a result, the U.S. export of automobile parts for 
replacement and assembly to Germany dropped in 
value, between 1929 and 1938, from $11,865,000 to 
$200,000. 

The American oil exports to the Third Reich, on 
the contrary, steadily increased in the years preceding 
the war. Today, the British blockade partially put an 
end to it, but the Nazis still have at their disposal 
numerous American refineries located in Germany. 

The Standard Oil Co. of N. J. operates in Germany 
at least eight subsidiaries, of which the Deutsch-Ame- 
rikanische Petroleum Ges. is the most important. 
Located in Hamburg, it owns three refineries—in 
Hamburg itself, in Berlin near the capital’s central 
airfield of Tempelhof, and in Duesseldorf in the heart 
of the Ruhr basin. It has nineteen branches through- 
out the country, and numerous reservoirs where today 
gasoline is stored away for the use of the Nazi army. 

All along the German highways, one can see 
elegant filling stations which belong to the company: 
there are 18,000 of them out of 56,000 that Germany 
has altogether. The Ebano Asphalt Werke AG, also 
controlled by Standard Oil, has a distillery at Ham- 
burg. 

Just like General Motors and Ford, the Deutsch- 
Amerikanische Petroleum, according to its last pre- 
war report to the stockholders, ‘thas devoted itself in 
an ever increasing measure to the distribution of 
domestic products, and followed its basic policy of 
putting its distributing facilities at the disposal of 
the domestic production.” (Of course, “domestic” 
means “German.” ) 

Socony Vacuum, a Standard Oil subsidiary, owns six 
companies, two in Austria, two in Czechoslovakia, and 
two in Germany proper. The Deutsche Vacuum Oel 
AG, with its two refineries located in Wedel and near 
Bremen, specializes in oils for machinery, cars, rail- 
ways, navy, and plane engines. 

Another American company in Hamburg is the 
Europaeische Tanklager und Transport AG, presided 
over by Nils V. Hansell of New York. Actually it 
belongs to William Rhodes Davis, a well-known 
friend of the Nazis. The company owns, in addition 
to an oil reservoir in Amsterdam and two tankers, 
large reservoirs and a refinery in Hamburg. One more 
refinery means nothing to a layman. To Hitler it 
means this: the yearly amount of gasoline refined to- 
day by Mr. Davis’ company in Hamburg would enable 
7,000 heavy tanks, two million soldiers and 60,000 
trucks of ammunition to drive all the way from Berlin 
to Athens. 

Numerous other American corporations own Ger- 
man subsidiaries which today fill defense orders. 
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American Harvester has a manufacturing plant at 
Neuss, near Duesseldorf, where there is also located 
one of the three German factories of the American 
Radiator. The E. I. DuPont de Nemours Co. owns 
49% of the stock in the Duco AG, operating a plant 
near Berlin. Eastman-Kodak controls the Chemische 
Werke Odin, a gelatine manufacturing company, and 
the Kodak AG, with factories in Berlin and Stutt- 
gart. The Libbey Owens Ford Glass Co. has a sub- 
sidiary in Gelsenkirchen, near Essen. Less important 
American companies still make money of the Nazis, 
for the Nazis, by the Nazis. 


The Alternating Current 


HE GERMAN chemical industry has all but 

conquered the United States market. The 
American automobile industry has all but conquerred 
the Nazi market. In the field of electrical and related 
industries, both countries co-operate. 

Since the beginning of the century, General Electric 
—through its ‘Foreign Office” the International Gene- 
ral Electric—has established close relations with its 
German equivalent, the Allgemeine Elektrizitaets Ge- 
sellschaft (AEG). The two giant corporations ex- 
changed patents and ‘“‘general experience.’ The First 
World War interrupted only on the surface these ties 
which were renewed a short time after the Peace 
Treaty. A new agreement was signed and was ex- 
tended to other European subsidiaries of General 
Electric. 

In 1929, the American corporation acquired a stock 
interest in AEG and further increased its participation 
in 1936, when Hitler already was putting the German 
industry on a war time basis. Today, the International 
General Electric controls some 25% of the stock of 
the AEG, equivalent to a total investment of 30,000,- 
000 marks, with a steady yield of 6%. 

The American corporation is represented on the 
AEG’s board of directors, by its president, Clark H. 
Minor, and two directors, Edward E. Baldwin and Her- 
bert B. Peirce. (Gerard Swope and Owen D. Young 
also served on the same board.) On the German side, 
we find three powerful bankers, Carl Goetz, Hans 
Weltzien, and Karl Kimmich. The heavy industry 
delegated, among others, Hermann Buecher of Krupp, 
Friedrich Flick, the chief of the Steel Trust, Wilhelm 
Zangen, president of the Mannesmann Trust, and 
Dr. Guenther Quandt, a businessman who deserves 
special mention. 


On the eve of Hitler’s rise to power, Dr. Quandt 
was on the verge of bankruptcy. Whether or not it 
was a fraudulent bankruptcy was never determined, 
because the Nazi coup saved Dr. Quandt from a 
jury. Today he sits on numerous boards of directors, 
and is considered an extremely wealthy and influential 
man. He is also the first husband of Martha Goebbels, 
wife of the Propaganda Minister. 
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The chairman of the AEG is another Nazi of long 
standing. Many years before 1933, Dr. Kurt Schmitt 
was chosen by Hitler as one of his confidential eco- 
nomic advisers. In 1932, the then chancellor von Pa- 
pen offered the portfolio of Finance to Dr. Schmitt. 
The latter refused; even von Papen was too radical 
for his taste. But in June 1933, when the Fuehrer ap- 
pointed him Minister of Economy, Dr. Schmitt grate- 
fully accepted. Later on, he had to resign while main- 
taining numerous key posts in the Third Reich. He 
‘presides over the German Insurance Association, is 
the vice-president of the Berlin Chamber of Com- 
merce, a director of the Reichsbank, a member of the 
Supreme Economic Council, and a State Counsellor of 
Prussia. 

The AEG and the Berlin electric bulb factory Osram 
hold manufacturing and selling rights of the Inter- 
national General Electric under contracts covering 
mutual exchange of technical and manufacturing ex- 
perience and patents. 

Osram is jointly owned by the AEG and Siemens, 
the largest German trust manufacturing electrical 
equipment of high and low tension. Its president, 
Carl-Friedrich von Siemens, and one of the directors, 
Albert Voegler, of the Steel Trust, are members of the 
Supreme Economic Council, and directors of the 
Reichsbank. The latter also is an appointed Reichstag 
deputy. 3 

In 1930, the International. General Electric granted 
to Siemens a $10,000,000 loan, which gives the 
American corporation no vote in the affairs of the Ger- 
man company, but does give it a substantial participation 
in the profits. In was officially stated in 1940, that 
“the relations between the two companies were very 
cordial.” 

The AEG co-operates with another giant American 
corporation, the International Tel. & Tel. This Mor- 
gan-controlled trust has formed, in 1930, together 
with the AEG, the Standard Elektrische Ges. AG, 
which controls four smaller companies with plants 
located in Berlin and Nuernberg. 

The same year, the International Tel & Tel took 
over the control of C. Lorenz AG, with its two Berlin 
factories specializing in telephone, telegraph and wire- 
less equipment. According to a report to the Lorenz’s 
stockholders, “‘the independence of the, business man- 
agement was safeguarded for the sake of the national 
interest.” This interest is represented on the board of 
directors by Kurt von Schroeder, the famous banker in 
whose house Hitler and von Papen had the historic 
meeting which paved the way to the Fuehrer’s rise 
to power. 

In addition to the Standard AG and Lorenz, the 
International Tel & Tel controls or owns twelve other 
German subsidiaries located in Berlin, Vienna, Prague, 
and Hamburg. It also has made more or less sub- 
stantial investments in otherwise German corporations, 
including Focke Wulff Flugzeugbau, one of the 
Third Reich’s leading aircraft manufacturers. 
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The German electrical industry is far from being 
simply an investment field for American capital. It 
extends its activities to the United States. While the 
AEG maintains here only a representative, Harry F. 
Perissi, Siemens has launched a New York subsidiary, 
Siemens, Inc., whose board of directors consists of 
two German Americans, and one Hungarian. 

Siemens also has an agreement with the Westing- 
house Electric Co. signed in 1924 and renewed in 
1934. It provides for an exchange of patents and the 
exclusive right to their use in Central Europe by 
Siemens, in the United States and Canada, by Westing- 
house. 

One could list many more German companies oper- 
ating in the United States, directly or under aliases 
such as the American Ascania Corporation of Houston, 
Tex., which specializes in high-precision instruments, 
and belongs to the Askania Werke of Germany. But 
our survey already is long enough to show that many 
large American and German corporations work to- 
gether in one way or another. 

On the American side, we have found Standard 
Oil, General Motors, DuPont de Nemours, Ford, the 
Aluminum Co. of America, General Electric, Inter- 
national Tel & Tel, National Lead, Eastman-Kodak, 
American Harvester, Libbey-Owens-Ford, etc. On 
the German side, there are IG-Farben, AEG, Siemens, 
Metallgesellschaft, Mannesmann, Krupp, the Steel 
Trust, the Hermann Goering Trust, and many others. 

It should be mentioned that the German partners 
of the American financiers and industrialists are more 
than private citizens. Albert Voegler and Carl Luer are 
deputies of the Reichstag of which E. G. von Strauss 
is vice-president. Hermann Schmitz and Kurt von 
Schroeder represent the Third Reich on the board of 
the Bank of International Settlements. Kurt Schmitt, 
chairman of the AEG, is an old-time economic adviser 
to the Fuehrer. He sits on the board of directors of 
the Reichsbank, and so do Hermann Schmitz, E. G. 
von Strauss, C. F. von Siemens, Carl Goetz, Hans 
Weltzien, and Albert Voegler. 

Carl Bosch (Ford), Kurt Schmitt (General Elec- 
tric), C. F. von Siemens, Albert Voegler and Kurt 
von Schroeder (International Tel & Tel), are mem- 
bers of the seventeen-man Supreme Economic Council, 
and autocratically shape the Nazi economy in peace 
time as well as in time of war. 

When Hitler appointed Carl Bosch president of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Gesellschaft, the top-ranking scientific 
institution of the Third Reich, Minister of Education 
Rust himself made a laudatory speech. Another IG- 
Farben director, Carl Duisberg, has been made doctor 
honoris causa of engineering, medicine, economy, 
biology, law, agriculture, natural philosophy, and 
theology. Albert Voegler is a member of the German 
Law Academy, and E. G. von Strauss, a State Counsel- 
lor of Prussia. 

Rewarded with honorary degrees and the spoils of 
Jewish business, appointed to State Councils and Aca- 
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demies, photographed with the Fuehrer and his lieu- 
tenants, these dignitaries of the regime are the 
staunchest supporters of Hitler. Till 1939, all their 
business activities, at home and abroad, were directed 
toward the rearmament of the Third Reich. Today 
they aim at the successful prosecution of the war. 

They utilize their American partners in more than 
one way. In Germany itself they have at their dis- 
posals American-owned plants and power houses, re- 
fineries and oil reservoirs. In the United States the 
German companies are able to carry on their business, 
set up dollar credits, and actually break through the 
British blockade for the benefit of their Fuehrer. 

As for the American businessmen, they pretend that 
their German subsidiaries belong only nominally to 
them. In private, or in the presence of their stock- 
holders only, these men make a clean breast of it. ““By 
the end of 1940,” reported the International Tel & 
Tel, “operations of all the plants of the system located 
in countries engaged in war had come under strict 
governmental control, and production of material for 
military purposes had been given priority over all 
other activities . . . While operations continue to ac- 
crue to the financial benefit of the respective sub- 
sidiaries, transmission of funds from most European 
countries has been greatly restricted, if not pro- 
hibited.” 

Even this last complaint is not entirely justified. In 
1939, the Woolworth Co. did receive over $100,000 
from its Berlin subsidiary which operates a chain of 
82 stores. In 1940, William Rhodes Davis, received 
not far from half a million dollars from the Third 
Reich. 
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As a matter of fact, the Nazis do not seize the 
earnings of American-controlied companies. Dividends 
or interests due to foreigners are paid into blocked 
accounts in the Reich’s Conversion Office for Foreign 


Debts. The American corporations can either sell these 


marks to the same Office, or first buy ‘funding bonds” 
and resell them. They are paid by check on the Ger- 
man Golddiskonto Bank account at the Chase National 
Bank. The rate of exchange, however, is not very 
favorable. 

There are even simpler ways of evading the cur- 
rency export’s barriers. When two corporations, one 
in the Third Reich and the other in America, owe 
each other money, they do not have to transfer it 
abroad actually—their respective accounting depart- 
ments take care of the clearing. 

However, numerous Americans do not want to cash 
their German earnings right away. The annual report 
of the Ford Motor Co. of Canada, issued on April 
12, 1941, candidly explains: ‘“The oversea subsidiaries 
did not declare dividends because of the necessity of 
utilizing their liquid assets to finance the increased 
volume of business resulting from war demands.” A 
few days later, the German Ford Co. announced a 
ten-million mark increase of its capital. 

It still pays to do business in war time. The profits 
pile up, while boys in khaki and field grey, women 
and children all over Europe and Africa, are killed 
with products manufactured by German corporations 
and their American subsidiaries, and by American 
corporations and their German subsidiaries. 


Wanted—Volunteers for Palestine 


by Nachum Guttman 





IONISM HAS already achieved substantial re- 

sults by establishing more than half a million 
Jews in Palestine. Despite their volcanic surroundings, 
these Jews are infinitely better off than the millions 
suffering the tortures of Nazified Europe. The faint- 
hearted of our own days as well as the perennial anti- 
Zionists have found the events in Iraq and Crete a bit 
too much, and are ready to throw in the sponge for 
the Jewish Homeland, which is “next in line.” The 
lamentations of the modern Jeremiahs, however, are 
premature. Many a “‘fatal” blow has in the past been 
aimed at the Jewish Homeland, but each time it 
seemed to be floored for good, the Yishuv has bounced 
back to its. feet, stronger and perceptibly more able 
to give and take. 

Palestine may come out of this war scarred, as will 
the other countries involved in the conflict. However, 
it is clear that when Britain (and its Allies) wins the 
final decision over the Axis, a huge wave of Jewish 





immigration will sweep into Palestine. This migration 
will be given great momentum by the tidal wave of 
“surplus” populations from most continental countries 
which will surge to less populated areas. 

What can we do to prepare for the post-war re- 
construction of Palestine and to consummate the es- 
tablishment of the Jewish Commonwealth which is to 
absorb the countless thousands who can reconstitute 
their lives only in a free Jewish Palestine? 

A few lessons are to be learned from the course of 
Zionism during and since World War I. Perhaps the 
most significant development, exceeding in importance. 
even the Balfour Declaration, was the organized He- 
chalutz movement, which trained and _ transferred 
thousands of young Jews to Palestine. The basis of 
Zionist political strength lies in the creation of tan- 
gible national assets, mass migration into Palestine, 
extensive settlement in all corners of the country, 
entrenchment in all phases of industry, and the crea- 
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tion of a defense system that can withstand attacks. 
The progress along these lines has been more telling 
than promises printed on pulp. 

During the past two decades, trained groups of 
Hechalutz have gone to Palestine from eastern and 
central Europe. They have fashioned the character of 
Labor Palestine. Statistically, it is shown that most 
of the members in the collective settlements have had 
their early training at the Hechalutz centers in the 
Diaspora. Proportionately, the number of Chalutzim 
engaged in the basic industries is higher than that 
of any other group. This may be due to the relative 
youthfulness and, therefore, pliability of the Cha- 
lutzim. But this creditable vocational adaptability is 
also due in large measure to the training program they 
have undergone. The primacy of manual labor in a 
pioneer country has been hammered away at the youth 
months and years before they actually reached Pal- 
estine. The training centers are not academic research 
bureaus but collective units operating under real-life 
conditions during which the physical, mental and so- 
cial aspects of group living are put to every conceiv- 
able test. 

Now that great reservoir of 100,000 organized 
Chalutzim no longer exists. With the dissection of 
Poland by the Germans and Russians, the training 
centers have been severely curtailed. Confined to Nazi 
ghettos or subjected to the steam roller influences in 
Soviet areas, the numerical strength of the movement 
has naturally declined despite active underground 
units that still function and keep alive their hopes of 
reaching Palestine. 

It will take years after the war has ended before 
the Jewish masses in Europe will regain their physical 
stamina. Brutal torture and drawn-out starvation will 
leave their marks on the next generation. Even the 
morale of the Jewish youth, after years of deadening 
influences, will be an unknown quantity. At best, 
there will be a nucleus of a handful who might be 
able to carry on in the tradition of the earlier Chalutz 
groups. And these will be overwhelmed by the num- 
bers of blindly-fleeing Jews of varying ages and view- 
points pouring into Palestine. 

We have treated the future mass immigration to 
Palestine as though we already had guarantees signed 
by the democratic victors-to-be. This is not the case. 
The present-day continuation of the appeasement pol- 
icy among the Arabs does not hint at a single-minded 
desire on the part of England to help the growth of 
the Jewish Homeland. It is quite possible that new 
White Papers may be issued or that the last one will 
be confirmed after the war. All these are possibilities 
and Jews attending the forthcoming peace conference 
will have to win renewed international guarantees for 
our aims in Palestine. Such political preparedness is 
indispensable, but even above and beyond that type 
of Zionist work, we must concentrate our efforts on 
the super-political factor of manpower which can give 
us or fail to give us Palestine. 
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The source of Zionist strength in Europe has been 
blocked. The only other reserves available at this time 
are in America. 


The desire of American Jewish youth to share in 
the rebuilding of Palestine is a relatively new phenom- 
enon. Only during the past decade has there arisen a 
movement of American-born young Zionists willing 
to embark upon such an adventure as permanent settle- 
ment in Palestine implies. Since 1930, over 300 Cha- 
lutzim have gone through the ranks of the American 
Hechalutz and now live in every section of Palestine. 
Such collectives as Ein Hashofet, Afikim, Binyamina, 
Degania, Kfar Menachem, Ramat David, Ramat Yo- 
chanan are by now familiar to many American families 
who have sons or daughters there, and several dozen 
grandchildren of native Palestinian origin. 

This decade of Chalutz effort in America did not 
win the sympathy or active support of most Zionists, 
and practically all the experimental work done with 
training farms, paying mortgages, feeding the live- 
stock, was due to the almost fanatical devotion of a 
loyal few. But the reward of these Zionist “sports,” 
who believed that they could be transplanted bene- 
ficially to Palestinian soil, has been the marvellous 
record of the 300 who are on the front lines, and the 
thousands of younger boys and girls who hope to fol- 
low the Chalutz trail. 


Hechalutz, since the outbreak of war, has con- 
centrated its efforts on the improvement of its train- 
ing program. The last groups to sail did so after the 
invasion of Poland began, and continued until the 
Mediterranean was closed by Italy’s entry into the war. 
Only one managed to get across later by working 
aboard a Greek freighter going around South Africa 
and up the Red Sea. 

Despite the immediate impossibility of actual settle- 
ment in Palestine, the ranks of the movement did not 
diminish. The sixty odd: members of the two training 
farms continued their activities, the older ones leaving 
from time to time to make room for the younger ones. 

The waiting period also facilitated the final unifica- 
tion of the Hechalutz Organization of America, which 
until February, 1940, had been composed of Habonim 
(Young Poale Zion) and individuals of other groups. 
Hashomer Hatzair, the other large Chalutz youth 
movement, entered under an autonomous arrangement 
whereby its members would be allowed the use of a 
special training farm. Subsequently, members came 
from Masada, Avukah and Young Judea, making He- 
chalutz today a representative body of practically all 
young Zionists desiring to go to, Palestine. 

This summer marks the fifth season at the Hechalutz 
Farm at Cream Ridge, N. J. This 140-acre training 
farm center has been developed as a poultry farm, on 
a scientific scale, which this winter won for the Cha- 
lutzim the Sweepstakes Award at the Jersey State Agri- 
cultural Exposition. The farm also engages in mixed 
agriculture. 
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The training farm at Liberty, N. Y., proved too 
small for the needs of the movement and was sup- 
planted by the purchase of the famous estate of the 
late Benjamin Brown, at Hightstown, N. J. These 
208 acres boast a 45-acre orchard of choice apple trees, 
as well as facilities for intensive poultry work. Both 
training centers are being planned on long-range pro- 
grams. In addition to the actual farm work, educa- 
tional work is conducted, and the social life is in the 
collective style of their Palestinian prototypes. 

Although several men have been drafted for the 
army, the farms have been benefited economically by 
the rise in wages for farm labor. A large share of the 
income comes from working for neighboring farmers. 
The girls, especially, are in big demand as asparagus 
trimmers and the like. The pre-war hourly wage was 
15c, now it is 35c, a rise which helps place the finances 
of the farms on a sound footing. However, the basic 
investments still depend on outside funds. 


 naneers THE European pattern of training, 
the Hechalutz here placed emphasis on agricul- 
tural labor, which was not only vocationally desirable 
but provided the best social situation in which to 
practice collective living. Occasionally the matter of 
other types of training was discussed, and isolated in- 
dividuals did manage to learn diesel engineering, auto 
mechanics and the like. Now, a program of specialized 
training has been launched in other fields the first unit 
being an aviation group of eight, which began flying 
last December. During June, these pilots will win their 
government licenses. Some will continue studying with 
the aim of becoming instructors for future groups, 
while others will specialize as aviation mechanics. A 
unit of 30 has begun studying radio in New York 
City. 

The present Hechalutz is a healthy nucleus, with 
immense sustaining powers. Patiently biding their 
time, these American-born young Zionists will even- 
tually make their way to Palestine, to join their fellows 
at Binyamina or Kfar Menachem. 

The exigencies of war and the perspectives of the 
post-war reconstruction period, however, have placed 
before American Zionism a problem vaster than that 
of the routine training of Chalutzim. For objective 
reasons, primarily the lack of incentive to migrate, 
and the diluted potion of Zionism fed to the youth, 
the numbers of the Hechalutz have -in the past re- 
mained small, though by no means insignificant. He- 
chalutz has caught up the challenge of the war period, 
and has called for the mobilization of Jewish youth 
for Palestine service. Although many young people 
may not consider settling in Palestine permanently, 
a good number undoubtedly feels the urgency of the 
situation and is willing to give two years of their lives 
for the Zionist cause. Hechalutz has therefore ex- 
tended its program to include volunteers for work 
and defense under the aegis of the Jewish Agency. 
These will be organized in “Palestine Pioneer Units.” 
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The plan has already been sanctioned by the Zionist 
Organization of America and the Labor Zionist move- 
ment, which have undertaken to raise the funds for 
the extended program. 

The Pioneer Units will be formed throughout 
America for specialized training in radio, aviation, 
seamanship, nursing, mechanical and industrial trades, 
and any phase of work necessary for the economic 
welfare and security of Palestine. Membership in the 
Pioneer Units is open to any young man or woman, 
regardless of whether or not they belong to any Zionist 
group, who are ready to give these two years service to 
the Jewish people. They will leave for Palestine as 
soon as conditions permit, at the conclusion of the 
war, or earlier if legal arrangements can be made. In 
either case, the readiness of thousands of American 
Jewish youth to undertake a pioneer task, of being the 
fresh manpower which the Yishuv will need tomor- 
row, of continuing the traditions of the early Chalutz 
groups in tackling the difficult jobs and hewing out a 
collective way of life in the country—such readiness 
is already discernable among the advanced Zionist 
groups. The assumption of such a program will give 
substance to the Zionist youth program of America, 
saving it from the unpalatable dish of mere talk and 
fund-raising. 

The vitality of Zionist youth as well as of Jewish 
youth as a whole will be tested by the response which 
the call for Pioneer Units will evoke. Today the He- 
chalutz gives intensive training to a few hundred. It 
must, in the emergency forms of the Pioneer Units, 
give training to thousands, so that the technical skills 
and unexhausted human resources of American Jewry 
can render invaluable services to Palestine when the 
hour strikes. During the month of June, the call for 
the first one thousand volunteers will be issued. It is 
up to all Zionists to promote the idea, and to all 
Jewish youth, to enlist their efforts in the realization 
of this aid to Palestine. 





Air Raid 


So that’s the end of slow, sweet twilight walks 
That women take when they are big with child; 
And that’s the end of patterns, “mother’s talks,” 
And agony by agony beguiled. 

And that’s the end of scales that must weigh true 
To gauge an ounce of gain, no more, no less; 

A carriage painted fresh to look like new; 

A crib with blue-birds traced for happiness. 


And that’s the end of learning how to run, 

And toddling after butterflies and birds, 

And Mother Goose rhymes that were scarce begun, 
And hide-and-seek, and darling baby words. 

Only a small hand’s smudgy marks remain, 

Quite low, on one unshattered window-pane. 


MARIE SYRKIN. 
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The Strike Against “The Day” 


For fifteen weeks a strike has been carried on against 
the New York Yiddish daily, The Day. Because of 
some special factors involved in this strike it has be- 
come important far out of proportion to the number 
of people involved. 

Yiddish newspaper writers have been organized in 
the Peretz Writers’ Association for the past twenty- 
five years. This association fulfills the functions of a 
union and also carries out general cultural and literary 
projects. As a union it is affiliated with the United 
Hebrew Trades. Some weeks before the outbreak of 
the strike several members of the staff of The Day 
joined the Newspaper Guild. The Peretz Writers’ 
Association expelled these people on the ground 
that it is impossible for a person to belong to 
two unions at the same time. When the question of 
salary cuts and dismissals came up, the Newspaper 
Guild sought to bargain on behalf of its new members 
and subsequently called a strike. Only ten writers on 
the staff and a few other employees, not writers, 
answered the Newspaper Guild strike call. The paper 


continues to operate. All other employees are covered 
by contracts with various unions such as the typo- 
graphical union. 

In addition to the question of a new union (the 
Newspaper Guild) seeking to enter an organized plant, 
the situation was complicated by the fact that one of 
the dismissed strikers, B. Z. Goldberg, formerly man- 
aging editor of The Day, was charged by his colleagues 
with having given press credentials to a communist 
agent and having printed that agent’s articles under 
an assumed name while he held the office of managing 
editor. Mr. Goldberg admitted the truth of these 
charges. 

Since the outbreak of the strike all unions concerned 
have repudiated it as an attempt on the part of the 
Newspaper Guild to break an existing union. The 
only real support it has received came from communist 
quarters which are anxious to weaken the “bourgeois” 
press. The three following articles will serve to 
elucidate the situation in. this controversy. 

THE Eprrors. 


DUAL UNIONISM IS THE ISSUE 
by Joseph Schlossberg 


MONG THE cardinal rules in sound trade 
union policy are the following: One, a strike 
in any establishment can bé called only by a vote of 
at least a majority of the workers. Two, in order to 
be valid, a strike call must have the approval of the 
trade union having jurisdiction in the situation. A 
strike called by a minority in a plant or department, 
and unauthorized by the organization, is not valid, and 
cannot be recognized by the labor movement. 

In the “strike” against The Day both rules have 
been violated. In the trade union movement such con- 
duct is intolerable. 

The Yiddish Writers Union (Peretz Verein) has 
been for many years the recognized trade union of 
the Yiddish newspaper writers, including The Day 
staff. Several members of this staff, though belonging 
to the Yiddish Writers’ Union, chose also to join the 
Newspaper Guild, an organization of non-Yiddish 
newspaper writers. That was dual unionism, a mortal 
menace to the labor movement. As a matter of self- 
preservation the Yiddish Writers’ Union was com- 
pelled to take action. After proper warning, the dual 
unionists were expelled. The “strike” followed. 

The “strikers” present grievances about dismissals 
and wage reductions. The publishers charge one of 
the strikers * with breach of trust. They say that, in his 
capacity of managing Editor, he had surreptitiously 
given to a Soviet G.P.U. agent credentials as a Day 
correspondent and printed his articles in the Day 
under an assumed name. All of these are serious matters. 


* The striker referred to is B. Z. Goldberg. 


The Yiddish Writers’ Union had expressed its readi- 
ness to act on all of their grievances, and also to deal 
with the G.P.U. charge, if the complaining members 
would withdraw from the dual union and return, in good 
faith, to membership in the Yiddish Writers’ Union. 
No bona fide trade union would or could act other- 
wise. Dual unionism is demoralizing. The time to 
stop it is when it raises its head, before it has done 
much damage, which might prove irreparable. 


The Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 
(C.I.0.), the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union (A.F.L.), the United Hebrew Trades (with 
C.I.O. and A.F.L. local unions), and the Workmen’s 
Circle and the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 
(both organizations with C.I.Q. and A.F.L. members) 
have identified themselves with the Yiddish Writers’ 
Union and endorsed its action. They did so only be- 
cause they were aware of the danger of dual unionism. 
They would not otherwise have injected themselves 
into this dispute. 

To me, dual unionism is the vital issue in this 
“strike.” All other matters involved may be dealt with 
by the Yiddish Writers’ Union if and when dual 
unionism is abandoned and the strikers” return to 
the jurisdiction of this union, the recognized bargain- 
ing agency in the Yiddish newspapermen’s profession. 

In conclusion it should be observed that the Com- 
munist leadership and character of the “strike” have 
aroused the Jewish community against it. At this time 
nothing can hurt any cause more, than association with 
Communism, which is now hardly more than a synonim 
for Nazism. 














JuNE, 1941 


OPEN LETTER TO THE DAY STRIKERS 






by Hayim Greenberg 


HAVE before me a letter from one of the strikers of 

The Day, who chides me for not helping to settle 
the strike in an honorable and satisfactory manner. 
Why, he asks, does no one take the part of these “‘per- 
secuted” people? Why does Jewish public opinion 
allow the atmosphere of intolerance that has been 
created about these strikers whose only fault is their 
refusal to remain without work to which they are 
entitled? 

I don’t know whether I could offer any effective 
help even if I were convinced that The Day strikers 
are one hundred percent right. But, circumstances 
being what they are, I cannot even make such an at- 
tempt, since you have put yourself in a position that 
almost precludes all efforts to help. 

Your situation is complicated by the fact that B. Z. 
Goldberg is one of the most active of the strikers. It is 
painful for me to write these words. In the past B. Z. 
Goldberg has manifested sincere friendship for me 
despite our divergent political views and my sharp 
criticism of his attempts to justify unpardonable acts 
of the Soviet government. I believe that instead of 
starting a strike and involving your group in it, he 
should have demanded a fair trial by his colleagues 
and either cleared himself of the charges preferred 
against him or submitted to punishment for certain 
acts he had committed. In my opinion B. Z. Goldberg 
has sinned heavily in publishing articles by a com- 
munist functionary in The Day, in offering those 
articles as written by a non-partisan and in issuing a 
press card—under an assumed name—to the same 
communist functionary. These acts Goldberg has ad- 
mitted, and it is irrelevant whether the deceased pub- 
lisher of The Day, his employer at the time, was aware 
of them or not. An editor of a newspaper is respon- 
sible not only to his boss nor even only to his co- 
editors. An editor's and journalist’s first responsibility 
is to his readers. And Goldberg misled the readers of 
The Day with these articles. Even the sale of lollipops 
under a false label is punishable. Goldberg should 
have felt that every reader of Fhe Day had the right to 
blame him for presenting views of a communist under 
a label of non-partisanship. 

One of the strikers visited me during the early days 
of the strike and reminded me of the fact that, during 
the time when Goldberg committed those acts, a great 
many Jewish journalists suffered from pro-communist 
views. I well remember the United Front days and the 
lowered resistance to the Bolshevik virus which then 
characterized so many writers. The general American 
press, as well as the Jewish press, at that time suffered 
from this malady. But it is one thing to lack political 
courage and to suffer from an inferiority complex in 
connection with Soviet Russia and it is an entirely 
different matter to indulge in journalistic dishonesty. 





One of the strikers pointed out to me that many other 
Jewish journalists could be condemned on the same 
score. If this is so, let B. Z. Goldberg name names and 
demand that the guilty ones be tried before a court of 
their journalistic colleagues and be punished in the 
manner they deserve. But he has not done so despite 
advice to this effect. He thereby helped create the 
impression that the strike in The Day is political rather 
than economic. Goldberg’s issuance of a press card to a 
communist offical does not help matters in this respect 
and merely lends strength to this supposition. 

But even aside from the issue of Goldberg’s past 
actions, you have placed yourself in a difficult position. 
You declare that the owners and part of the staff of 
The Day have conspired to deprive you of your jobs in 
order to effect economies at your expense. Let us 
assume for a moment that you can prove your conten- 
tion; before whom should you have brought your 
grievances? The only body that is competent and en- 
titled to act in the matter is the Peretz Writers’ Asso- 
ciation. But you have turned away from it and refuse 
to recognize it. You now seek to prove that the Peretz 
Writers’ Association is not a union. This argument im- 
presses no one. Goldberg himself urged me in the past 
to join this Association precisely because “‘it is always 
desirable to be a member of a union.” If the Peretz 
Writers’ Association has faults, you should have tried 
to remedy them. Instead you suddenly joined the 
Newspaper Guild and locked yourself out of an organ- 
ization to which you belonged for many years. What 
dual unionism means and where it leads to we all 
remember from past experiences with Jewish labor 
organizations. You should therefore have known how 
Jewish labor and public opinion would react to your 
step. 

Some weeks ago I wrote to one of the strikers that 
no one is in a position to help you as long as you 
remain in the Newspaper Guild. In order to appeal to 
Jewish public opinion for a defense of your rights, you 
must first of all renounce union breaking and return to 
the organization that includes the majority of Jewish 
journalists. Before you do so, your appeals will fall on 
deaf ears. You can hardly win your strike because 
everything is against you. The four Yiddish dailies in 
New York are against you. (I advisedly say “four’’— 
because the support you get from the communist 
Morning Fretheit is your greatest misfortune.) All 
Jewish political and fraternal organizations, all unions 
concerned are against you. The CIO with which the 
Newspaper Guild is affiliated commands a powerful 
machine, but even this machine can accomplish 
little in the particular “industry” called the Jewish 
press. Jewish public opinion will be against you as 
long as you seek protection under the wings of an 
organization that had no business crashing its way into 








eae “ 





18 


an already organized profession. You should return to 
the Peretz Writers’ Association and there demand 
defense of your rights. Should the Association refuse 
to help you (which I doubt) it, too, would be subject 
to the pressure of that public opinion on which its very 
existence depends. 

I believe that you understand the situation and that 
you do not take the necessary step—return to the 
Peretz Writers’ Association—out of “‘loyalty.”” You do 
not wish to harm the prestige of the Newspaper Guild. 
But if the prestige of the Newspaper Guild is so dear 
to you that you place it above your vital interests, then 
that is in itself a definite political orientation to which 
you are entitled but whose consequences you must be 
ready to bear without complaint. 
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I and others like me have not the slightest inclina- 
tion to exert ourselves on behalf of the prestige of the 
communist dominated Newspaper Guild. The majority 
of those to whom you appeal would not lose any sleep 
if the communist controlled Newspaper Guild were to 
lose a strike which it had no right to call. 

In summary I will repeat. Assuming that you are 
the victims of a conspiracy on the part of the owners 
of The Day and some of the staff, outsiders would be 
justified in intervening on your behalf, if there were 
no Writers’ Association. But your strike is also directed 
against the union to which you had belonged and 
which you now refuse to recognize. I do recognize it 
and you have not proved that the Peretz Writers’ 
Association would not have defended your rights. 


THE NEWSPAPER GUILD AND THE STRIKE AGAINST THE DAY 
by Philip Berg 


T LEAST thirty percent of the members in the 
A New York Local of the Newspaper Guild 
know little about The Day and still less as to why the 
strike was called. What they do know is that the 
failure of the Guild to win the strike on this “little 
paper on East Broadway” (as one of Earl Browder’s 
commissars in the New York Guild, “Brother” Jack 
Ryan, refers to The Day) has lowered the prestige 
of the union and thereby endangered the economic 
existence of every newspaperman and woman who 
looks to the Guild for protection. Moreover, the ex- 
pense of conducting this ill-fated strike has drained 
the Guild’s treasury and now every Guildsman, who 
is overtaxed as it is, will have to shell out some ad- 
ditional assessments to uphold the waning prestige 
of Stalin’s stooges in the Newspaper Guild. 

The average member of the Newspaper Guild is 
bewildered when you speak to him about the strike 
on The Day. He cannot understand, for instance, why 
such unions as the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers Union, The Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America and the United Hebrew Trades have con- 
demned the strike. The Stalinist “leaders” of the 
Guild are of course more than happy to supply the 
answer. It is the same explanation you read day-in- 
day-out in the Communist “Freiheit’’ and “Daily 
Worker”: “Dubinsky has sold out to the bosses; Hill- 
man is a betrayer; the United Hebrew Trades and the 
Peretz Verein are company stooges.” What can be 
simpler than that? Clear as, mud. But the typical 
Guildsman is not satisfied. He has too much at stake. 
He has had some bitter experiences in the Guild. To 
this day he has not been told what happened to the 
$5,800.00 that was collected during the “Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle’ Strike. At the time the shortage was 
discovered, Abe Isserman, the Guild’s lawyer, stated 
that someone was criminally responsible. But the 
Stalinists in control of the Guild felt powerful 


enough to squash the whole matter without even a 
word of explanation. The books simply “disappeared” 
and the incident was closed. Is it possible that some 
of the missing money went into the coffers of the 
Communist Party? That is one of the questions that 
the Guildsmen would like to have answered. They 
would also like to know who is responsible for the 
disastrous strike on the Hearst newspapers in Chicago 
which resulted in the loss of jobs by about a hundred 
Guildsmen. It is now an open secret that the Chicago 
strike could have been settled in time but the Guild 
Stalinist leadership considered the strike as a “‘re- 
volutionary” action and gambled with the livelihood 
of innocent men and women. 

These questions and many others interest the 
Guildsmen. They want facts. They want the truth. 
But these are the very things the Stalinists in the 
Guild do not want them to have. Anyone who dares 
to speak the truth is hounded, besmirched and derided. 
That is what happened to eleven Guildsmen of the 
International Ladies’ Garment, Workers Publications 
Unit. 

Because the strike on The Day has been precipitated 
by the Stalinist leadership of the Newspaper Guild in 
connivance with the Communist Party and the Commu- 
Nazi “Freiheit” the impression has been created that 
the majority of the members of the Newspaper Guild 
are Communists. Nothing can be farther from the 
truth. The situation in the Guild is analogous to the 
situation in various other C. I. O. unions. During the 
“Popular Front’’ period when the American Stalinists 
suddenly began to speak in the name of Jeffersonian 
democracy and innocent liberals thought that the 
Stalinist leopard had changed his skin, a number of 
Earl Browder’s henchmen—at all times guided by the 
principle of rule or rain—wormed their way into sev- 
eral strategic positions in the Newspaper Guild. While 
trusting and loyal Heywood Broun was working hard 
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to build the Guild, his masked Stalinist associates were 
working equally as hard to gain control of the union. In 
the face of unscrupulous, sinister and totalitarian tactics 
traditional democratic procedure is helpless and thus 
it happened that the Stalinists became the masters of 
the Guild. Once in control they began to support openly 
and brazenly various Communist transmission-belt or- 
ganizations like “The League for Peace and Democ- 
racy,” the communist opposition in the American Labor 
Party, etc. 

One of the commonest tricks of the Stalinists is 
to pack membership meetings. This is certainly true 
in the Newspaper Guild. The majority of the news- 
paper men and women, unfortunately, have long since 
stopped coming to Guild membership meetings. The 
Stalinists, on the other hand, who obey Party orders, at- 
tend meetings regularly and religiously. Members of 
Stalinist units like the ‘New Masses,”’ “Friday,” ‘‘Daily 
Worker,” ‘‘Freiheit,’’ ““Russky Golos,” etc. are always 
on hand to cast their votes for the Communist Party 
line. To make their meetings seem larger the Stalinists 
usually bring along their wives and sweethearts. When 
a speaker is for the Guild administration he is cheered; 
if he is against the Stalinists he is booed and derided. 
Particularly obnoxious, hysterical and rowdy are the 
wives and sweethearts. The sprinkling of bona fide 
newspaper workers attending the meetings are helpless 
in the face of such totalitarian procedure. 

The anti-Stalinist members of the Newspaper Guild 
received a real taste of Stalinist totalitarianism at the 
General Membership meeting of the New. York Guild 
Local on May 8. It was at this meeting, according to 
the “Guild Reporter” that the New York Local voted 
to place on trial eleven Guildsmen charged with actions 
“inimical to a Guild strike” and in obstructing the 
Guild “‘in carrying out its general objects and purposes.” 
The defendants are members of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers Publications unit, against 
whom the charges were filed as a result of their adop- 
tion of a resolution condemning the New York leader- 
ship for precipitating the strike at The Day and 
charging the Guild with “union busting.” 

A serious charge, indeed! 

How did the comrades who packed the meeting 
react towards it? In a typical Stalinist fashion. They 
jeered, they shouted and the wives and sweethearts 
screamed. 

In an excellent address Harry B. Crone, the chairman 
of the ILGWU Unit, pointed out that the only crime 
the eleven Guildsmen brought on charges were guilty 
of was in writing “a letter expressing an opinion to our 
paid Secretary.” The Guild’s constitution, said Crone, 
‘like most constitutions is very jealous of the individual 
rights of members .. . If free speech is the heartbeat 
of democracy it is the pulse and spirit of the Guild. 
We are free speech. What will the thousands of un- 
organized newspaper people in New York City and the 
tens of thousands throughout the country think of the 
Guild placing free speech on trial?” 
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The Stalinists were unimpressed; they laughed. Free 
speech! They never heard of it. They certainly don’t 
believe in it. Out of about 450 members present at 
this meeting only 74 had the courage to vote against 
the insidious recommendation of the Executive Board 
while 260 did not even have to listen to the arguments 
of the ILGWU Unit. (The New York Guild, incident- 
ally, has over 5,000 members.) They made up their 
minds before they came to the meeting. The Party line 
is never wrong 

One need not explain to readers of the ‘Jewish 
Frontier” that the Yiddish press in the United States— 
particularly since immigration of Jews from Eastern 
Europe has stopped—has been a shrinking field. It is 
no exaggeration to say, too, that the Yiddish newspapers 
in New York City, whatever their political coloring 
have been consistently pro-labor. (With the exception 
of the Stalinist ‘““Freiheit’’ of course.) It could not have 
been otherwise since our Yiddish press developed 
alongside and in intimate contact with the so-called 
Jewish unions. Many of the writers spent their early 
years in the United States as workers in shops, as cloak- 
makers, dressmakers, etc. The members of the ILGWU 
Publications Unit were undoubtedly aware of this fact. 
Thus when the “leaders” of the New York Guild, 
prompted by the Communist Party, called a strike on 
The Day they were told by the members of the ILGWU 
unit—in reply to the former’s request to send pickets— 
that they condemn the action “of the New York Guild 
leadership in precipitating the strike as irresponsible 
and divorced from any legitimate principle of economic 
action in that it gambles with the jobs and livelihood 
of more than 200 people in a rapidly shrinking field.” 
They also stated that they agree ‘‘with a large section 
of the community that the Guild must answer the charge 
that the ‘Freiheit,’ the Jewish Communist daily, is 
using our union as a tool to smash a competing news- 
paper.” 

Pointing out the fact that the “Freiheit,” though 
“organized in the Guild for an extended period, is 
notoriously sub-standard and is mot covered by a con- 
tract,” the eleven members of the ILGWU unit charged 
that “accepting the membership applications of a 
number of members of the Jewish Writers’ Union .. . 
was a union busting act of the type which the Guild has 
unhesitatingly condemned on several occasions,” that 
the attempt of the Guild “to distort facts regarding 
wages, pensions and job security in an effort to create 
issues justifiying the strike is cheap deception . . .” 

Nat Einhorn, Executive Secretary of the New York 
Guild, replied with a letter ordering the ILGWU Unit 
to “rescind the action which it took” within five days. 
The Unit refused, whereupon two members of the 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Unit, said to be members of 
the Communist Party, brought charges against the 
eleven members of the ILGWU Unit which resulted 
in the “recommendation” of the Guild’s Executive 
Board to elect a trial board. 
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I have dwelt somewhat at length on the case of the 
ILGWU Unit. It is well nigh impossible to enter into 
a detailed discussion of the charges against the eleven 
Guildsmen which were prepared by some lawyer in an 
obscure and tortuous legalistic fashion. As they were 
presented at the membership meeting of May 8 they 
merely tended to confuse the issues involved even more. 
The last paragraph, however, of the “Answer to the 
Charges” prepared by the eleven members of the ILG- 
WU Unit and distributed among the members of the 
New York Guild speaks for itself. It reads: 

“We have spoken as loyal members of the Guild, 
without malice, without ulterior purposes, and with 
the sole purpose of presenting a point of view on what 
we deem to be an ill-advised action by the New York 
Guild hierarchy. If the Executive Committee is so in- 
secure as to desire to suppress all adverse opinion and 
to seal the lips of all members of the Guild, it is a 


After Half a Century 
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sorry day for the Guild which we cherish and have 
striven to improve. Corruption or sterility must result 
from giving any such blessing to the suppressive objects 
of the charges. A leadership imbued with a faith in the 
Bill of Rights as a guiding principle of human behavior, 
will not only reject the charges but will castigate the to- 
talitarian philosophy underlying the desire to relieve the 
Executive Committee of anything but fawning ap- 
proval.”’ 

It is worth while to mention here for the sake of 
the record that the eleven members who dared to defy 
the Stalinists in the Newspaper Guild and thereby serve 
the cause of free speech not only in the Guild but in the 
entire labor movement are: Harry Crone, Herman 
Wolf, Serafino Rumualdi, Bernard Breslaw, Will 
Chasen, Max D. Danish, Leon Dennen, Simon Farber, 
Harry Rubenstein, Bernard Seaman and Morton 
Wishengrad. 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





HESE ARE no times for celebrations, and yet this 
spring in Palestine it would have been impossible 

not to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of the village of Hedera. For implicit in the 
extraordinary story of Hedera are all the elements that 
have gone into the making of Jewish Palestine: the 
inexplicable heroism—slightly mad by any ordinary 
standards; the stubborn disregard of a hostile govern- 
ment ruling Palestine; the illegal immigrants landing 
in little boats on the nearby seacoast and taken in by 
the villagers decades ago; the deep-rooted, atavistic 
love of Zion and the passionate urge towards agri- 
cultural work, integral part from the very beginning 
of the desire for a normalized national existence. The 
characters in the drama were typical, too. Fifty people 
went up in 1891 to live in the sprawling, ruined old 
Arabic house—the “‘khan”—on the hill overlooking 
the rich green stretches they could not yet believe to 
be deadly malarial swamp. The fifty ranged in age 
from pious old grandfathers to the sixteen year old 
Moshe Smilansky and his brothers and sister. There 
was no simple economic explanation for their pioneer- 
ing activities. Rich city merchants and idealistic, rad-- 
ical youth, village water-carriers and cobblers and re- 
bellious young feminists, had all left the familiar 
warmth of Russian Jewish. life to pit themselves 
against the wilderness and the savagery of primitive 
neighbors. At a time when it was easy enough to go 
home, they stayed on stubbornly, redeeming their He- 
dera. 214 of the first 450 settlers died of malaria, and 
of the eighteen children for whom the village opened 
a school, three were left by the end of the first term. 
Hedera and Rehoboth are the great Palestinian 
monuments of the Hibat Zion movement. The Ho- 


vevei Zion (Lovers of Zion) groups of Kovna and 
Vilna, Riga and Minsk financed the purchase of He- 
dera, and most of its settlers were Lithuanian Hovevei 
Zion. Its ministering angel was Dr. Hillel Joffe, that 
remarkable pioneer of Palestinian medicine who direct- 
ed the Palestinian work of the Hovevei Zion from 
1895 to 1907. He took his wife and little son to live 
with him in Hedera so that he might systematically 
administer quinine to the villagers, and it was he who 
introduced the planting of eucalyptus trees as an 
auxiliary swamp-draining device. It was he, again, 
who persuaded Baron Edmond de Rothschild to have 
the swamps drained, as well as to aid the settlers in 
planting eucalyptus. Joffe’s letters of the time tell the 
story simply and with characteristic warmth: ‘The 
number of those afflicted with malaria is very high, 
particularly in Hedera. And I.have not words enough 
to praise those settlers. With their own hands they dig 
the graves of the members of their families, their 
friends, and neighbors. And still they have been so 
courageous as not to leave the settlement. This is 
courage which borders on insanity.” 

On Hillel Joffe’s seventieth birthday the broad 
shouldered second generation of Hedera came to him 
as an official delegation to thank him for their lives 
and health. But a much larger group than those in 
the delegation is indebted to him. The population of 
Hedera is over 7000 now; it includes not only citrus 
planters and citrus workers and their families but 
employees and owners of local factories and transport 
industries. Hedera is the bus and railroad center be- 
tween Tel-Aviv and Haifa; as such it is a commercial 
and cultural center for Samaria and the villages of 
Emek Hepher. Hedera is typically Palestinian in its 
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mixed rural-industrial character, and it is curiously 
symbolic that beautiful modern furniture is made in a 
Hedera factory from the eucalyptus trees men risked 
their lives to plant in malarial swamp land. There 
are half a million eucalyptus trees in Hedera today 
and the perfume of orange blossoms fills the wood 
a large part of the year. The young dreamers Moshe 
Smilansky describes in his vivid little book on Hedera 
had prophesied that the swamps would be covered 
with fields and parks and that Hedera, while remain- 
ing a village always, would be a super-village with 
hundreds of other Jewish settlements thriving around 
it. Certainly much of their prophecy has already been 
fulfilled, and the desolate, poisonous area from which 
all the Arab villagers had moved away fifty years ago, 
has served as one of the chief absorptive centers of 
the mass immigration of the last seven years. There 
are eleven Kibutzim (communes) near Hedera and 
partially dependent upon it, and there are carefully 
planned workers’ suburbs all around it. In the latter, 
economically built cottages are surrounded by any- 
where from a quarter of an acre of ground to two or 
three, used for vegetable growing, a cow, and a 
chicken coop. The first of the suburbs, Kfar Brandeis, 
was established by the Palestine Mortgage and Credit 
Bank with funds provided by Justice Brandeis. 
Building houses was a much more complicated mat- 
ter in the Hedera of fifty years ago. Special permission 
had to be obtained from Constantinople for every per- 
manent structure to be put up, and permission some- 
times took years. Building materials had to be trans- 
ported mainly by boat since there was no railway and 
no good roads. Perforce the settlers became mule 
drivers, always on the lookout for Beduins and high- 
waymen. All too often they missed the fords and their 
wagons sank into the swamps around Hedera which 
were full of wild boars. “The mud held the wagon as 
fast as if iron chains had bound it. We stripped off 
our clothes and went down naked into the swamp,” 
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Smilansky writes of one such incident. “For four 
hours on end we worked to free the wagon. At last 
we succeeded. All the while some Beduins had been 
sitting on the other side of the swamp jeering at our 
efforts. For a medjidi (a small Turkish coin) they 
would do the job for us. But we insisted on proving 
that we could do without their help.” 


Might not that last sentence serve as a succint 
characterization of the Halutz psychology as it was to 
manifest itself during all the fifty years that followed 
the founding of Hedera? Many an incident in the 
history of Hedera has the same nobly symbolic quality. 
There was Reb Jose who cleaned the refuse and filth 
left by the former Arab owners out of his little corner 
of the Khan and set up a cupboard with a velvet 
curtain to hold the scrolls of the Torah he had brought 
from Russia. There were the two young men, Golden- 
berg and Butkovsky, who became inseparable friends 
and tended the sick and comforted the bereaved dur- 
ing one malaria epidemic after another, until they fell 
ill within a few days of each other and died within 
the course of a fortnight; almost immediately their 
younger brothers came from Lithuania to take their 
places. There was Reb Jacob Herman, a learned, 
wealthy merchant who became a devoted and able 
farmer in Hedera to which he had brought his wife 
and seven daughters. Standing beside the grave of 
four of his daughters, he said to a friend, ‘my dead 
died for the sake of those who will live here. I will 
not leave this place.” 


““Rehov Hagibborim,” the ‘‘Street of the Heroes,” is 
the name of the street that runs past the place where 
the old Khan stood. The main synagogue of the vil- 
lage has recently been built on the site. In the as- 
sembly hall of the synagogue a great public meeting 
honored the memory of those who “labored face to 
face with yellow death, to drive it out and bring 
life in.” 


by Edward D. Kleinlerer 





HE LOSS of Crete and the tense situation in 
Syria provoked by the increased infiltration into 
the French mandated territory of German “tourists” 
and troop-carrying planes, brought the Nazi menace 
nearer the shores of Palestine and the Eastern Medi- 
terranean. The collapse of Rashid Ali el-Gailani’s 
pro-Nazi government in Iraq which upset Hitler's 
plans for a quick seizure of the badly needed oilfields 
of Mosul, will in all probability hasten the military 
operations aiming at the Suez Canal and at the gates 
of Arabia. 
The spectacular attack on the island of Crete con- 
ducted without regard to human losses indicates that 
the Nazi juggernaut is definitely set to convert the 





Mediterranean into a “Mare Germanicum.” The Third 
Reich is the heir of the imperial ambitions of the 
Kaiser and of his idea of connecting Germany with 
a dominion in the East by land highways from Berlin 
to Baghdad. Hitler follows the blueprint traced by Paul 
Rohrbach, the chief theoretician of Germany’s scheme 
for ‘“Weltherrschaft.” The author of the imperialist 
slogan ‘‘Berlin to everywhere” asserted and laid down 
before Wilhelm II fifty years ago that ‘England can 
be struck and severly wounded by a European power 
in one place—Egypt—and added that “if she loses 
Egypt, she loses her lordship over the Suez Canal and 
consequently over her oriental colonies.” 
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Like the Kaiser who claimed to be the Defender of 
Islam, Hitler’s agents in the Mediterranean basin and 
throughout the Near and Middle East now ‘protest 
their friendship for the servants of Allah and assure 
that the Arabs would have a privileged place in Hit- 
ler’s “new order.” With the gradual decline of Fascist 
prestige as a result of Italy’s staggering defeats in 
Libya, Albania and East Africa, Nazi Germany, the 
senior partner of the Axis, eliminated Italy as a “Mos- 
lem power” and deprived Mussolini of his self- 
assumed role as “Protector of Islam.” 

Nazi Germany well realizes that to become an 
“oriental power” and bestride the Near East she must 
have the sympathies and the support of the Arabs. 
Though Hitler in Mein Kampf ranked the Arabs 
twelfth in the hierarchy of nations, no efforts were 
spared to convince them that the Third Reich is their 
best friend and ally. The first phase of the Nazi pro- 
paganda campaign among the Arabs was devoted to 
gaining their confidence. Arab guests were invited to 
attend the Nazi party congresses; propaganda centers 
were established in Berlin and Hamburg, distinctions 
were conferred on Syrian Arab nationalists and on 
Palestine rebel leaders, students were granted scholar- 
ships and enrolled in the Nazi School for Politics. The 
second phase was devoted to the pursuit of active 
propaganda within all Arab countries; this was done 
with audacity and indifference to expense. Trans- 
ports of Arab “‘iterature’? were regularly sent from 
Hamburg to even the most remote centers of Arabia, 
while itinerant Arab agitators on the Nazi payroll 
spread their propaganda in every village and town. 
German radio stations carried on a systematic cam- 
paign against Britain throughout the Near East and 
broadcast blood-curdling tales about British atrocities 
in Arab villages in Palestine. Sending German me- 
chanics to the terrorists in Palestine as well as pro- 
viding German land mines for blowing up roads, 
bridges and railways were tangible tokens aimed at 
proving the Nazis’ sympathy for the Arabs. Extra- 
vagant promises for the future enabled the Germans 
to make allies in influential quarters. 

The efforts to win Arab support increased enor- 
mously after the collapse of France and in the con- 
fusion which ensued in French North Africa and 
particularly in the mandated territory of Syria, tradi- 
tional hotbed of Arab agitation and of Arab extremist 
factions. Nazi propaganda sought to divert into po- 
litical channels the unrest provoked in Syria by food 
and communication restrictions. The complete weak- 
ening of French authority m Beirut and the presence 
of various “armistice commissions” were excellent 
opportunities for using Syria as the principal terrain 
for Nazi subversive activities in the Near and Middle 
East. 

Thanks to large Nazi subventions, four Syrian 
papers acquired new printing plants and enlarged their 
editorial staffs. The famed ‘Nadi al-Arabi (Arab 
Club) in Damascus received new funds. The Nazis ex- 
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tended their protectorate over the Syrian Nationalist 
Youth Organization which had as its immediate ef- 
fect more “athletic training’ and a more thorough 
preparation for future “tasks.” 

The Germans were not hindered by General Henri 
Fernand Dentz, Marshal Petain’s High Commissioner 
for Syria, and received collaboration from high French 
officials. Shortly before the Iraq coup d’etat, Herr von 
Roser, former German Consul in Beirut, visited and 
organized there a new Arab group mainly composed 
of former students educated in the Reich or in Ger- 
man schools in the Near East. He also circulated 
rumors that Britain planned to divide Syria and Leba- 
non between herself and the Jews. In view of the 
fact that French authority in Syria is ended, he stressed 
that only Germany could protect the Syrian Arabs 
from falling under the ‘“Anglo-Jewish yoke.” 

Von Roser was accompanied in Syria by the no- 
torious Emir Arslan, president of the so-called ‘‘Syria- 
Palestine Committee’” who used to draw large sums 
from French and Italian government sources before 
his complete subservience to Germany. Emir Arslan, 
well known also in the lobbies of Geneva where he 
pleaded the cause of the Palestine Arabs, is largely 
responsible for the anti-British incitement in the 
Arabic world. It was reported that Von Roser was 
in touch with Fawzi el Quawkaji, who in 1936 entered 


Palestine from Iraq and took a leading part in the | 


disturbances there. The German radio announced on 
May 18, that Fawzi el Quawkaji engaged the British 
near the border of Transjordania and that he was 
leading Iraqi troops towards Amman, the capital of 
Transjordania. 


gree HIS aides and associates in Syria were 
helping the Nazi conspiracy against Great 
Britain and Palestine, Haj Amin al Husseini, the ex- 
Mufti of Jerusalem and the main instigator of the 
Arabs against British rule, was acting in Baghdad, 
fomenting the insurrection of Rashid Ali el Gailani. 
On the radio station of Baghdad—built with British 
money—he appealed to the Arabs to take advantage 
of the present opportunity and liberate their land from 
British tutelage. 

The German minister in Baghdad, Dr. Franz 
Grobba, found in the Mufti a valuable collaborator 
in his efforts to undermine British influence in Iraq 
and in neighboring countries. He helped to stage 
demonstrations of solidarity with the ‘‘persecuted” 
Arabs of Palestine which nearly always ended with 
anti-Jewish riots. Dr. Grobba, through the good offices 
of the turbaned Mufti, obtained useful contacts with 
local Moslem dignitaries and extended his influence 
among teachers and government officials. Dr. Grobba 
was not parsimonious. Nazi Germany is on a war basis 
and spends on a war basis. This prodigality helped him a 
great deal in winning prominent families in Iraq 
and various cliques of the Iraqi capital. While Great 
Britain opposed a masterly inactivity and a self con- 
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scious sense of superiority Dr. Fritz Grobba and his 
right hand man, the ex-Mufti, pulled wires and ex- 
tended the net of intrigues which on April, 4, 1941 
startled the world by the pro-Nazi putsch of Rashid 
Ali el Gailani. Since the outbreak of hostilities the 
ex-Mufti of Jerusalem sought to use his ecclesiastical 
prestige to widen the scope of the conflict and to in- 
duce Iran and Saudi Arabia to engage in a “Holy War” 
against the British Empire. 


Since the start of the armed conflict between the 
British and the pro-Nazi regime of Iraq, Russian 
diplomatic activity in the Near and Middle East 
entered a new and more active phase. It was evident 
that the Kremlin intended to give an eloquent de- 
monstration of its pro-Axis “neutrality” also in that 
part of our troubled globe. In fact on May 3, the day 
following the attack of Rashid Ali’s troops on the 
British garrison at the Habbania air base, the Tass 
agency made the surprising annoncement that 
“Russia has accepted a proposal by the government of 
Iraq for establishment of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries.” Ten days later the Baghdad broad- 
cast declared that Russia had granted permission for 
Soviet “volunteer’’ pilots to aid the Iraqis against the 
British. German diplomatic quarters at Ankara sup- 
plemented the news of the Baghdad radio by hinting 
at prospects of a joint Russian-Axis intervention in 
the Middle East. Though Russia denied the presence 
of her pilots in Iraq the possibility that Stalin might 
unofficially join Germany in the. Middle East conflict 
was widely believed in the Turkish capital. 


It was in fact highly significant that Franz von 
Papen, Nazi ambassador to Turkey, had a long con- 
versation with his Russian colleague, M. S. Vinogra- 
dow, and that both envoys saw the Iraq Defense 
Minister before he returned to Bagdad. On the same 
day the Pravda asserted that “in Syria, Palestine and 
Transjordan, Arab nationalists have demonstrated sym- 
pathy for the Iraq government.” 

In recent weeks, following the increasing tempo of 
German propaganda in Syria and French North Africa, 
the Soviets also redoubled their activities in those 
countries. Russian agents have been spending large 
amounts of money in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and 
Syria. But as yet their propaganda has met with success 
only in the non-Arab population, and particularly 
among the large Armenian population of Syria and 
Lebanon. Several secret Armenian revolutionary com- 
mittees are supported and directed by the Armenian 
Soviet Socialist Republic. Through the Armenians in 
Syria who are angry at France for the transfer of the 
province of Alexandretta to their traditional enemy 
Turkey, the Soviet Union contributes to the already 
highly confused and dangerous situation. The Russian- 
German cooperation in Syria is undermining the last 
vestiges of French authority and thus delivers the 
country completely into German hands to be used as 
a springboard for the projected drive toward Palestine 
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and the Suez Canal. Russian fears of Germany's 
future position as an’ oriental power may have been 
allayed by an offer to aid Russia to advance to the 
shores of the Indian Ocean. Soviet influence in Iran 
has been much felt lately and Stalin probably hopes 
to bring Persia within his sphere of influence with 
German aid. Russia in Persia would be no threat to 
any immediate German interest but would constitute 
a source of fresh anxieties for the position and de- 
fense of India. 


The abrupt recognition by the Kremlin of the pro- 
Nazi regime of Iraq and the fact that a Russian mili- 
tary mission under General Kouznetzov recently came 
to Persia to discuss the installation of 12 airfields 
there for possible use by Russia, adds significance to 
the widely current rumors of a Soviet-Nazi deal in 
the Middle East. 


While it is true that some responsible Arab leaders 
see the dangers inherent in the German-Russian com- 
bination, large sections of the Arab populations do 
not realize yet that in case of an Axis victory they 
would become mere tributaries of the Third Reich. 
German propaganda, through bribery, promises, flat- 
tery and the often used argument that they would 
“readjust” the map of Asia Minor, have undoubtedly 
succeeded in increasing the rivalries, personal am- 
bitions, discontent and passions of the various cliques 
and factions in the Arabic world. But the Arab masses, 
though summoned again by the ex-Mufti to a “jihad,” a 
holy war against Great Britain, do not seem to be 


ready yet to give their lives for Germany. As the case 


of Iraq and Syria indicate, however, there are enough 
corrosive and explosive materials in the Near and 
Middle East which the Germans will use to increase 
Britain’s difficulties and to menace her positions in 
the Mediterranean. 
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Soviet Jewry 


Jacob Lestshinsky: DOS SOVETI- 
SHE IDNTUM — ZAIN FARGAN- 
GENHEIT UND GEGNVART 
(Soviet Jewry—its Past and Pres- 
ent); New York, 1941; “Yiddisher 
Kemfer” Publishing Co. 382 pp. 
$1.50. 


HE LIFE of the Jews in Soviet 

Russia has been one of the favor- 
ite topics for Jewish writers during the 
last quarter century. The new political 
and economic regime, the much-ad- 
vertised Soviet policy with regard to 
ts nationalities, the strictly enforced 
ban on anti-Semitism, the many ex- 
periments in colonization and the al- 
most constant controversy over the 
nature and future of the Soviet system 
as a whole—have all been contributing 
causes of the deluge of material on 
the subject. Unfortunately, as is to 
be expected of material written in the 
heat of political battle, little in it is 
objective and even less is more- than 
merely fragmentary. An all-embracing, 
well-documented volume on the subject 
has long been a vital necessity for the 
serious student of contemporary Jew- 
ish life. 

It can hardly be said that Lestshin- 
sky’s “Soviet Jewry” will completely 
satisfy this need. Too many handicaps 
came into play in the writing of this 
book. But bearing in mind these ob- 
jective difficulties, the book deserves 
the fullest attention as the most author- 
itative and most up-to-date treatment 
of the problem of Soviet Jewry in its 
totality yet available. The reputation 
of the author is sufficient guarantee of 
that. 

Three distinct parts stand out in 
the book. The first is a historical 
treatment of the Jews in Russia, 
beginning with the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, through the last 
days of the Czarist regime, the 
World War, the Revolution, the period 
of military Communist rule, the NEP, 
the forced collectivization, the first-and 
second Five-year plans, up to the out- 
break of the present war. In the second 
part Lestshinsky gives a fuller treat- 
ment of the economic problems of the 
Jews under the Soviets, and the at- 
tempts to normalize their peculiar oc- 
cupational distribution. In the last por- 
tion of the book the author deals with 
the problem of the Jews as a national 
unit, with its cultural development in 


the past and the perspective for the 
future. 

The picture of a Jewish community 
composed’ exclusively of “Luftmen- 
schen,” traders and petty middle-men, 
as drawn memorably by Mendele Mo- 
cher Sforim, no longer corresponds to 
the Russia of the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. An intensive 
economic differentiation was already in 
progress at the time, with large por- 
tions of Jewish youth gravitating to- 
ward labor, in the small workshops 
and factories. The intensive industria- 
lization of pre-war Russia drew large 
numbers of Jews from the small towns 
into the larger cities. Many carried the 
process of their economic upheaval 
even further and emigrated to America 
in search of more economic elbow-room. 
It was then that the Jewish labor move- 
ment was born, and it was then, too, 
that the Jewish nationalist idea found 
its full expression in a flourishing 
Zionist movement. The many restric- 
tions placed upon the Jews by the 
Czarist regime doubtless served to 
hamper the Jewish economic develop- 
ment, but the Jewish community felt 
that it had good reason to hope for 
basic changes for the better, with the 
upsurge of liberal and radical senti- 
ment in the obviously crumbling giant- 
state. 

The war served to intensify and 
speed up this development within the 
Jewish community. Despite the heaping 
mass of accusations against the Jews 
as enemy spies and the blow to their 
economic positions caused by forced 
transfer of over half a million Jews 
away from the war zone, the Jewish 
community was engaged in feverish 
activity both within and in its contacts 
with Russian liberalism. Then came 
the March Revolution and immediately 
afterwards the decree giving the Jews 
in Russia complete legal equality for 
the first time in their history. Jewish 
political parties engaged in the most 
intensive activity of their careers in 
an effort to realize the promise of a 
full national life contained in the newly 
found freedom. 

But the second, Bolshevik Revolution 
and the ensuing civil war put a stop 
to all this. Though the Bolshevik rulers 
fought bitterly against all anti-Semitic 
outbursts, their broader policies—the 
sudden demobilization of the demoral- 
ized army and the general atmosphere 


by Kieve Skidell 


of anarchy which the October Revolu- 
tion was interested in fostering—pre- 
pared the ground for the violent series 
of pogroms which they were in no 
position to control. But from the point 
of view of long-range economic changes 
the Bolshevik program right after the 
civil war had a more damaging effect 
on the Jewish position than the dis- 
location caused by the war or even the 
loss in life and property during the 
pogroms. For the policy of indiscrim- 
inate liquidation of all private enter- 
prises before adequate substitutes for 
them could be provided by the author- 
ities, hit the Jews—a city people, al- 
ready much upset by war and the po- 
groms—more than any other element in 
the population. That the confiscations 
were not directed against the Jews as a 
people but against the economic class 
to which so many of them belonged, 
provided but cold comfort to the vic- 
tims. 

The institution of the New Economic 
Policy in 1922— itself an admission of 
the tragic mistake of indiscriminate 
mass confiscation—provided the Jews 
with a brief breathing spell. With the 
lifting of the ban on small business 
enterprises, many of the Jewish “de- 
classed” eagerly resumed all types of 
trading as their only means of keeping 
body and soul together, for discrimina- 
tions against persons of bourgeois 
origin closed even the existing few 
avenues of a livelihood to most of 
Soviet Jewry. 

But the NEP was short-lived. In its 
wake came a new clamping down, per- 
secution and finally suppression of all 
private enterprises. The immediate re- 
sult was—a new mass of “declassed.” 
Of these, only a small number could 
be absorbed into the slowly developing 
industry. The majority, not unlike 
other sectors of the population, was 
faced with a new period of untold pri- 
vation. Of a total Jewish population 
of some 2 3/4 million in 1928, the 
number of declassed reached a high 
of 1,500,000. Among most of these 
starvation, in the literal sense of the 
word, was the rule rather than the 
exception. 

It was in 1929 that the process of 
orderly reconstruction—to compensate 
for the destructiveness of the revolu- 
tionary measures—began to operate. 
Though the process of absorbing the 
declassed Jews followed no particular 
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advance governmental plan—unlike 
many other Soviet enterprises—it did 
follow a semblance of an ordered pat- 
tern. There were three major methods 
of solving the economic problem, as 
dictated by economic reality, but each 
containing substantial elements of 
“volition,” of planning from above 
with a view to accomplishing a de- 
sirable objective: the normalization of 
the Jewish economic structure. There 
was, first, mass transmigration from 
the thickly populated one-time Pale 
of Settlement into the vast Russian 
interior and from the traditionally 
Jewish small-town into the large in- 
dustrialized city. Second, there were 
the attempts to turn large masses of 
Jews into agricultural workers. As 
high a proportion as one third of the 
total Jewish population, it was hoped, 
would turn to agriculture, thus solv- 
ing a major economic problem, while 
also laying the foundation for a Jew- 
ish national territory. And lastly, 
large-scale industry, there was good 
reason to expect, both modernized 
establishments in the traditionally 
Jewish trades and _heavy-industry 
plants would absorb major portions 
of the Jewish mass, thus laying the 
foundation for a healthy Jewish pro- 
letariat. 


When the program of economic re- 
adjustment was initiated there was 
good reason to hope that a solid Jew- 
ish economy would result from it. 
The great mass of declassed was ready 
to follow anywhere, if only a modest 
livelihood could be assured; the ob- 
jective legal condition of the Jews 
was certainly conducive in the greatest 
degree to their levelling off economic- 
ally with their neighbors. But it is 
clear now—after a decade of economic 
stabilization—that despite all attempts 
to the contrary Soviet Jews occupy 
today and will occupy in the future a 
peculiar and in many senses an un- 
healthy economic position. 


While over two thirds of the total 
Soviet population is today engaged 
in agriculture, the Jewish farming 
population—after all the years of 
planned colonization—constitutes but 
one twelfth of the total number of 
Jews. But even in comparison with 
the urban population the Jews are in 
a peculiar position. Despite the pene- 
tration of some Jews into the heavy 
industries, the Jews as a whole are 
concentrated out of all proportion- in 
state-owned commerce and the state 
bureaucracy. As far back as 1934, a 
full third of the Jewish population 
was engaged in commerce and the 
various whitecollar occupations. Dur- 
ing the subsequent five years this pro- 
portion has increased to almost one 
half, while among non-Jews only 





11 1/2% derive their livelihood from 
the same sources. There is good 
reason to believe that this concentra- 
tion of Jews in the non-productive, 
though socially useful, occupations 
will be intensified still further if the 
proportion of Jewish university stu- 
dents is any indication. (The “density” 
of Jewish university students with 
respect to the total Jewish population 
is at present seven times that of the 
Russian, eight times the White Rus- 
sian and ten times the Ukrainian.) 
The reasons for this development 
are not too far to seek. The Jews 
were well suited for white-collar and 
commercial occupations by _ their 
previous training and environment. 
Whether this development is a posi- 
tive one is not easy to say. In an 
essay discussing the Lestshinsky book, 
Hayim Greenberg points out that 
despite its one-sidedness this struc- 
ture of Soviet Jewry is, taken per se, 
a desirable fact. “It is not at all 
necessary for every ethnic group in 
Russia to produce the same propor- 
tion of farmers, industrial workers, 
white collar workers or army officers 
as every other one. A harmonious so- 
ciety is out to utilize the abilities of 
all its individual citizens, whatever 
their ethnic origin. These special abil- 
ities may sometimes lead to one- 
sidedness and lack of economic bal- 
ance.” But Jacob Lestshinsky is dis- 
turbed by the dangers to the Jewish 
position inherent in this set-up. Every 


human society, including the Soviet, 
is subject to inner friction caused by 


hatred and jealousy of the more priv- 
ileged by the less privileged. All of- 
ficial pronouncements and constitu- 
tions to the contrary notwithstanding, 
there is no real equality in the Soviet 
society. The bureaucrat is in a priv- 
ileged' position economically and— 
what may be even more important— 
a dominant one socially. The parallel 
with the preponderance of the Jews 
in the economically privileged and 
socially dominant positions in Western 
Europe after they were granted legal 
equality—in that case it was the in- 
tellectual leadership and the bourgeois 
class—is obvious. In Western Europe 
this was one of the major causes of 
the upsurge of anti-Semitism. Is the 
Jew in Soviet Russia immune from a 
repetition of the same phenomenon? 
Will not a propitious circumstance 
give rise to similar manifestations of 
mass hate and jealousy even under 
the Soviet regime? Lestshinsky finds 
cause for grave concern. 


There was a time when high hopes 
were placed on Jewish agricultural 
colonization as a method of normaliz- 
ing the Jewish economic structure. 
Lestshinsky has sufficient material to 
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show that this hope has not material- 
ized. The government was helpful, 
the and was there for the asking, the 
people to settle the land were easily 
recruited from among the mass of 
declassed, but all successes were short- 
lived; with the growth of the bureau- 
cratic apparatus and the development 
of industry the traffic in Jewish agri- 
cultural settlements soon began to 
move in the reverse direction. Jewish 
Kolehozes_ (collective farms) are 
forced to open their gates to Russian 
farmers in order to make up for the 
loss of Jewish settlers. In Soviet 
lingo, they are in the process of being 
“internationalized.” 


For a Jewish nationalist, the pro- 
blem of the Jews as a people, of the 
development of the specific national 
forms of their life, is no less impor- 
tant than the purely economic aspect. 
The assimilation — particularly the 
Russification—of the. Jews has been 
going on at an accelerated pace. The 
various national institutions—Jewish 
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schools, the theatre, the press, the 
courts—as well as every-day Jewish 
life in the various autonomous Jewish 
soviets and districts, are consistently 
and speedily declining. 

The entire Soviet Union is being 
slowly but steadily Russified under 
the pressure of a highly centralized 
government. Furthermore the Soviet 
regime which is built on regimentation 
is hardly conducive to a full unfolding 
of all the national cultures in its midst. 


One must not forget the role of the 
Yevsektsia, the notorious Jewish sec- 
tion of the Communist Party. Lest- 
shinsky spares no details in depicting 
the havoc which the Yevsektsia 
wrought in the inner life of the Jews 
in their witch hunt against Jewish 
religion, the Hebrew language, the 
Zionist movement, Hechalutz and 
every form of Jewish community or- 
ganization. Having engaged in the 
wrecking business for so many years 
with unremitting “Gruendlichkeit,” the 
Yevsektsia was morally disqualified 
from preaching to the Jews of Rus- 
sia that they ought once again return 
to their national values. 

But the true nature of the Jewish 
Communists, their slavish cringing 
before authority, their fear of raising 
the issue of Jewish nationalism lest 
their devotion to the Soviet Union as 
a whole be questioned were never more 
clearly demonstrated than in connec- 
tion with the project of establishing 
an autonomous Jewish territory. It 
is worth comparing the Yevsektsia’s 
attitude with that of Mikhail Kalinin, 
president of the Soviet Republics. As 
early as 1926 Kalinin proclaimed pub- 
liely: “The Jewish nation is faced 
with the great task of preserving its 
national identity. For this reason it 
is necessary to transform a substan- 
tial portion of the Jews into a thickly 
settled agricultural community which 
would number at least in the hundreds 
of thousands.” But the Jewish Com- 
munists in formulating their resolu- 
tion on the subject in the same year 
refused to accept the nationalist im- 
plications of the project. “The auto- 
nomous territory,” the resolution 
reads, “is basically designed to facili- 
tate the participation of the Jewish 
toiler in our common task of building 
socialism.” The direct reply of a lead- 
ing spokesman of the Yevsektsia to 
Kalinin was: “Comrade Kalinin em- 
phasized several times that we must 
aim at preserving the Jewish national 
existence. This we cannot accept. 
Comrade Kalinin, as a Communist of 
the majority nation, can speak this 
way, but we, Communists of the na- 
tional minority, cannot accept it!” 

This being the official attitude of 
the Jewish Communist leadership, one 


could hardly have expected a great 
deal of enthusiasm on its part for the 
Biro-Bidjan project. Most Jews also 
remained quite cool. Those who could 
have used Biro-Bidjan best—the per- 
secuted Jews from the various Euro- 
pean countries—were barred for a 
variety of lame-sounding excuses. The 
Jews in Russia itself had by that 
time ample opportunity for economic 
adjustment elsewhere and lacking any 
nationalist enthusiasm about the project 
they preferred to go where they were 
faced with theminimum of readjustment 
and the maximum of opportunity. As 
in the case of all national develop- 
ment, the regimentation inherent in 
the project was not much of a help. 
Mass migration through the ages has 
always tended to move from areas of 
suppression toward the promise of 
greater freedom. In Biro-Bidjan that 
promise was non-existent. 


As a result of all these factors the 
plan of settling Jews in Biro-Bidjan 
has been steadily petering out. Though 
there is ample room for new settlers, 
though the government is as helpful 
as it can be, though the land is con- 
sidered by experts to be well suited 
for colonization, the total Jewish po- 
pulation in Biro-Bidjan today is no 
more than 23,000, or about 20% of 
Biro-Bidjan’s total population — a 
smaller ratio than five years ago. 
60% of all Jewish arrivals in Biro- 
Bidjan in the last five years have 
turned back, and what is worse still, 
even those who remain show little 
enthusiasm for the development of 
the cultural attributes of a Jewish ter- 
ritory, without which the entire idea 
of an autonomous Jewish area is but 
a travesty. 


The ‘final conclusions, implicit in 
the study rather than explicitly stated, 
are far from encouraging to one con- 
cerned with the preservation of Jew- 
ish identity. Wherever one turns, one 
finds in Soviet Jewry the unmistakable 
curse of Diaspora existence. In the eco- 
nomic sphere it is following the line 
of least resistance into the attractive, 
yet danger-laden realm of the privil- 
eged and the dominant. As a national 
unit it seems sentenced to disintegra- 
tion. The Soviet economy plus legal 
equality have apparently failed to 
offer a satisfactory way out. 








DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


VeIMDerOs 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENbicort 2-2030 








JEWisH FRONTIER 


for Boys 
for Girls CAMPS 


Port Jervis, N. Y. 
22 SUCCESSFUL SEASONS 


Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
Op d on a non ial basis. 

Send for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $175 for season; shorter 
periods proportionately. 


CEJWIN 





A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 

















GET THIS 160-PAGE 
VACATION BOOKLET 









GIVES ALL 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT HOTELS 
BOARDING HOUSES 
AND CAMPS. SHOWS 
; YOU IN ADVANCE 
ce HOW MUCH YOUR 


— WILL COST 


In Famous VACATION LAND 
ORANGE, ULSTER 
DELAWARE AND 

SULLIVAN COUNTIES 
NEW YORK 


Call for your FREE copy at— 
17 John Street, Cortlandt Street 
Ferry, Wést 42nd Street Ferry, 
330 West 42nd Street, Room 1412 
—New York City—or at 155 Pierre- 
pont Street, Brooklyn, or Informa- 
tion Bureau, Weehawken, N. J., 
—or use coupon below. 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


A. &. TOMPKINS, G.P.A.,N.Y.0 & W Ry., Dept. W 
330 West 42nd Street- Reem 1412, New York, N.Y. 

Please send me copy of the 1941 O & W Vacatien 
Guide. Enclosed is 5¢ in stamps to cover mailing costs. 












Nome 





Addice: 





City 


"N+ Y= ONTARIO 


& WESTERN RY- 








¢ _PREDERIC EB. LYPORD, Trustee‘ 

















JuNE, 1941 





Life of Herzl 


THEODORE HERZL, by Alex Bein. Translated by 
Maurice Samuel. Jewish Publication Society. 554 pp. 
$3.00. 


The biography of Theodore Herzl as written by Alex 
Bein successfully maintains the quality of epic struggle 
which its hero succeeded in bringing to Jewish affairs. 

After Herzl one may speak of Jewish statesmanship; 

before him there was only well-meaning community service, 

even when prosecuted on a multi-continental scaie and with 
unbounded financial resources. 


The book is a fascinating picture of the metamorphosis 
of Herzl from the striving, inwardly wavering youth to the 
sure, decided, boldly acting man and leader. Long before 
the Judenstaat was published, Herzl’s manner of speaking 
was just as positive as after its appearance; but the views 
he so categorically defended swung wildly from one to an- 
other and irreconcilable extreme. For the solution of the 
Jewish problem he proposed at various times the following 
methods: radical assimilation by intermarriage, a petition 
to the Pope by all Jewish parents offering up their chil- 
dren for baptism, and the general espousal of the Socialist 
cause by the Jews. Only after the idea of a Jewish State 
occurred to him did his will become securely centered and 
take a single clear direction. 


Even then, his political career remained a tour de force. 
Herzl himself defined its essential weakness in a striking 
passage. “Great things need no firm foundation. You have 
to put an apple on the table, if you don’t want it to fall 

down. The earth swims in space. Thus I can perhaps found 
4 and buttress the Jewish State without a firm hold. The 
secret of it lies in motion.” Herzl had brilliant success in 
diplomacy. He was the first modern Jew to gain audience 
and attention in the ruling circles of Germany, Turkey, 
Russia and England, ‘as the authorized and recognized 
leader of the Jewish people, empowered to negotiate con- 
cerning its political and national future. That was a 
tremendous achievement for a leader “without a firm hold.” 

But in every case, Herzl’s diplomatic successes fell short 
of solid accomplishment. At one time he felt that he could 
have had a charter to settle Palestine from the Sultan if he 
could produce in cold cash the money he spoke of lending 
Turkey. On the other hand, if he could have shown a 
signed and sealed Charter to Jewish financiers and to the 
Jewish public, it is quite likely, that Herzl would have had 
the money as well. From this impasse Herzl was never able 
to break free in all his career. By the mere power of 
motion one might pass from one brilliant diplomatic stroke 
to another, but “without a firm hold” one can never come 
to rest. 


Herzl recognized that he had a great source of power in 

the Jewish masses. Behind his dreams of statehood and re- 
? settlement stirred the tremendous force of the Jewish 

tragedy. He united the Jewish people, created their organ- 
ization and yet he failed to stir them to action. He used 
the Zionist Organization only as an eminence from which 
to take off on his personal diplomatic flights. But the char- 
acter of Herzl itself, the epic quality of his views, had a 
decisive influence on the popular movement that grew with- 
in his organization. The ideal of Zionism, the return to 
Palestine, presented itself through Herz] to the Jewish 
people as a real and adequate solution of their tragic situ- 
ation, needing only the will to realize it. The heroie pro- 
portions of Herzl’s outlook impressed themselves on the 
young men and women of the “Second Aliya,” who sought 
their own way to the common goal. Their way was humbler 
than his, but their pretensions were as glorious. Through 
all the disappointments and petty humiliations they suf- 








27 


fered, they continued to regard themselves as heralds of 
the whole people. 

In a sense, the biography of Herzl has inevitable over- 
tones of anachronism. We have bitterly learned the current 


value of national rights “publicly recognized, legally- 
secured,” and the account of Herzl’s passionate dedication 
to that end will be read today with the sour wisdom of 
riper knowledge. But Herzl himself learned well that 
nothing happens quite as one hopes; yet his certainty of 
being on the right path did not fail from the day the idea 
of the Jewish State came to him. As for us, unless we can 
live in a world where publicly-recognized, legally-secured 
rights offer a reasonably safe foundation for life, we can- 
not continue at all to live. 

Regarding the present book, one must add that Maurice 
Samuel’s translation is as brilliantly smooth as ever and 
that the Jewish Publication Society would have been well 
advised to have it more carefully proof-read in spots. 

Ben HAupPErn. 


A New Jewish Encyclopedia 


UNIVERSAL JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA. Vol I—655 
pp.; Vol. II—656 pp.; Vol III—640 pp. A to Education. 
Brooklyn, 1939—1941. 


More than a generation has passed since the publication 
of the first Jewish Encyclopedia (1901 to 1905). So many 
things have happened in the Jewish world since then and 
so many new concepts have evolved that it was high time 
for the publication of a new one. The first Jewish Ency- 
clopedia was emulated in other languages. There was the 
Russian Yevreyskaya Entziklopedia of 1910-1913 which 
drew on the English original for most of its material; 
there was the Juedisches Lexicon in German, the uncom- 
pleted Eshkol in Hebrew and in German and several 
smaller encyclopedias in Hebrew, English and Yiddish. For 
the first time in all these years an attempt is made to pub- 
lish a new complete encyclopedia in the English language. 
Ten volumes are planned, of which three have already ap- 
peared and the fourth one is scheduled to be published 
within a few weeks. The publishers hope to issue the whole 
set by 1942. 

The new Encyclopedia differs from the old one first of 
all in that it is designed to be more popular whereas the 
first Encyclopedia, modeled more or less on the Britannica, 
was definitely scholarly. This is in accordance with recent 
trends. Another innovation is the new emphasis on the eco- 
nomie and sociological aspects of Jewish life and the 
recording of the events and personalities of the past forty 
years. 

The popular character of the encyclopedia does not 
imply neglect of scholarly subjects, but it does offer a new 
approach and style. Possibly the most serious fault of the 
new Encyclopedia is that it has failed to map out at the 
outset the proper balance and proportion between subjects 
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of immediate and transient significance and those of more 
lasting value, between purely local and genuinely universal 
Jewish subjects. Some of the scientific and historical subjects 
are remarkably well done, others are over-journalized. In 
some instances a good scientific article is concluded with 
some irrelevant remarks which are in place perhaps in a 
magazine article, but not in an encyclopedia. These faults 
are more pronounced in the first volume than in the second 
one, and more in the second than in the third. In fact, it is 
difficult to find fault with the third volume. 


The widened horizon and the new emphasis on socio- 
logical and economic factors are evidenced in such articles 
as Capitalism, Communism, Artisans, Colonies, Bund, Co- 
operatives, special studies of American Jewish communities 
(Albany, Baltimore, Boston, Birmingham, all the way up 
to Easton) and fairly exhaustive treatments of Hebrew and 
Yiddish writers, of arts and artists. 


Fortunately the usefulness of the Universal Jewish 
Encyclopedia transcends its avowed purpose. The object of 
the Encyclopedia as enunciated in the Preface to the first 
volume, is to establish goodwill between Jews and Chris- 
tians. The need for disseminating knowledge about Jews 
among Jews never seemed to have occurred to the editors— 
judging by the Preface. The function of an Encyclopedia 
is to offer information. The function of a particular ency- 
clopedia is to offer particular information. It would never 
occur to the editors of a Medical Encyclopedia to justify 
the effort on the ground that it is necessary to establish 
“Better Understanding” between doctors and lawyers or 
between doctors and laymen. Nor does one have to offer 
“Better Understanding” as an excuse for an encyclopedia 
which gives information on Bialik or Bergelson, or 
Capitalism or Communism among Jews. 


The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia has devoted a little 
too much space to such “anti-defamation” subjects as Anti- 
Semitism, Aryanism and much too much to Better Under- 
standing. Nevertheless, it is a good encyclopedia. It fills the 
need for an up-to-date comprehensive and readable book of 
reference on Jewish subjects—primarily for Jews, and it 
does so on the whole, quite adequately. 


The appearance of the book is very pleasing and invit- 
ing. There are many illustrations some of which tell their 
own story. 


In spite of some mistakes and some faults, the Universal 
Jewish Encyclopedia is a major and welcome step in our 
cultural advancement, and it can’t be long before it will 
become an institution. M. Z. R. F. 


Modern Odysseys 


WE ESCAPED. Edited with an introduction by William 
Allan Neilson. 
258 pp. $2. 


This is a collection of 12 Odysseys, each recounting the 
adventure of escape from the conquering sweep of Hitler 
to the shores of the U. S. A. ~ 


A farmer from South Germany, an artist from Prague, 
an accountant from Vienna, a professor from Heidelberg 
—Jew and Gentile—socialist and non-socialist—each one 
describes in detail the incidents of his struggle to escape. 
The emphasis in each story is centered exclusively in the 
narrator himself; nothing and no one else matter. Obli- 


vious of the other thousands of miserables in flight all 
around you, you must trick, claw, scratch, bribe your way 
out of the trap, and the devil take the hindmost. 


New York, The Macmillan Company, 


JEWisH FRONTIER 


The stories are told with great simplicity, recorded, we 
are assured by Mr. Neilson, word for word as they came 
from the lips of the refugees. They are remarkable for 
their lack of emotional stress, whether it be hate of the 
Nazis, or even self-pity. They have no planned message 
when taken singly.. They have but one point, and they get 
it across effectively: To describe—almost to itemize—the 
incredible obstacles that block the path of Europe’s hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees. This matter-of-fact piling 
up of detail hits with terrific cumulative impact: How in- 
credibly few are those who can escape, and how incredibly 
large is the number of those who must be trapped. 


No impassioned plea or reasoned argument could bring 
into more shocking relief the fact that, as the editor tells 
us in his introduction, the United States immigration 
quota, small as it is, even today is far from being fulfilled. 
In other and harsher words, the greatest obstacle in the 
path to freedom of thousands of hopeless-refugees is that 
imposed by our country. There is the message that lies 
behind the, publication of “We Escaped.” A. L. 


TOWARD A SOLUTION, by Israel Goldstein, New York, 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1940. 345 pp. 


“Toward a Solution” is a most befitting title that Dr. 
Israel Goldstein has chosen for his collection of speeches 
and essays published recently in book form. There are 
no solutions ready on hand for any of the problems we 
are facing in this troubled world; but we may arrive at 
a solution if we work toward one in our everyday, life. 
The problems touched upon in the book are many and are 
as variegated as the whole complex of Jewish life. More- 
over, the themes covered deal not only with internal Jew- 
ish questions, but with their relation to the outside world, 
to the American scene, to questions of peace, the social 
order, religious tolerance, etc. Palestine and Zionism oc- 
cupy a predominant place in the series because, as the 
author himself points out, “of the deeply felt conviction 
that therein lies the center of gravity of the solution to 
the Jewish problem.” Even so, Dr. Goldstein does not pro- 
pose to find a panacea to all the Jewish ills, but rather 
seeks to understand and interpret various phases of Jewish 
life which may lead toward a solution of its manifold 
problems. ‘ 


The interpretive orientation is particularly prominent 
in the sections dealing with historical background, such as 
“Earlier Settlements of German Jews in America,” “Jew 
and Moslem,” “Passover Pattern,” “Modern Courts of 
Arbitration,” ete. This delving into the past throws illum- 
ination on many a knotted issue, and has a salutary effect 
on a troubled mind which tries to find itself in this world 
of conflicts. 


The fact that the essays were originally delivered in 
speech form on various occasions does not diminish their 
value in the least. Quite the contrary, the force of the 
spoken word is retained in the printed pages in its full 
vigor, and brings to life the audiences which the author 
has faced in delivering his messages. Further weight is 
added to this collection of addresses by the fact that they 
represent a decade of active public service on the part of 
the author. Their permanent value is thus derived from 
a dynamic interest in the events that have shaped Jewish 
life and thought over a period of years and that have in 
themselves contributed toward the solution of many 
problems. 

Atexanper §. KoHansxk1 
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Correspondence 





Correction 


Dear Mr. Weinstein: 

In your excellent article of this 
month “Popular Superstitions About 
Jews,” I came across the follow- 
ing: “Some years ago, Viereck and 
Eldridge wrote a fantastic novel ‘My 
First Two Thousand Years,’ in which 
the hero is the undying Jew who de- 
lights in corrupting the blood of the 
people in whose midst he dwells.” 

I was literally stunned to see such 
an interpretation put upon my book. 
The truth is that Cartaphilus, the 
hero of the novel, because of his long 
life has acquired greater wisdom and 
greater kindliness than the rest of 
mankind, and it is his mission to 
bring into the world peace, tolerance 
and understanding. He is not always 
successful and he is often misunder- 
stood to be sure, but to say that he 
“delights in corrupting the blood of 
the people,” well, I felt as though you 
had bespattered my face with the 
venom of the swastika. 

Even Viereck, despite his present 
malodorous activities and distorted 
vision, I am certain would look: as- 
tounded, to say the least, at your in- 
eredible resume of the book. 

Perhaps, as a matter of fact, it is 
your opinion of Viereck that has had 
something to do with your interpreta- 
tion. If so, I should like you to be 
good enough to dissociate my name 
from his, as I did since he began his 
nasty dealings with our enemy. 

I wonder if you have come across 
the open letters I published in 1934 
in “Panorama,” a magazine edited by 
my friend, the late Isaac Goldberg, in 
which I completely severed all rela- 
tions with Viereck. At the time, the 
letters were reprinted in many maga- 
zines and newspapers here and abroad, 
and Jewish publications: had very flat- 
tering editorials about them. 4 

Now, Sir, I would consider it a ges- 
ture of justice to my book if you 
should modify your statement, or if 
you consider it final, justice to my- 
self personally in printing this let- 
ter in the “Jewish Frontier.” 

Paut ELDRIDGE 


* * © 


The only point of issue between 
Eldridge and myself is over the inter- 
pretation of the word “corrupt” as 
used in my article. From the point of 
view of the majority groups in whose 
midst the Jew dwelt, his spirit was 
corrupting in the sense of a leaven or 





ferment. The ferment may have been 
altogether to the good, from any ob- 
jective historical viewpoint, but the 
nations did not consider it so. 

J. J. WEINSTEIN 


Avukah 


Editor, JEWIsH FRONTIER. 


Dear Sir: 

Any self-respecting publication 
should check the facts printed therein. 
Reuven Frank’s “Jewish Student Ex- 
periment’’deliberately smears the Hunter 
Park chapter of Avukah with a Trots- 
kyite brand. For the record I should 
like to state that Avukah at Hunter 
College is one of the most respected 
and largest organizations on the 
campus. We have a paid membership 
of 90 and a periphery almost as large. 
There has never been the slightest 
doubt of our Zionist integrity. I take 
issue, therefore, with Mr. Frank’s 
statement “Only a few weeks ago a 
reporter from the New York Post was 
astonished to find a Hunter College 
girl distributing anti-British leaflets, 
and claiming, that she was ‘not a 
Communist but a Zionist? i. e. a 
member of Avukah.” 

Firstly, the girl obviously referred 
to is Miss Bella Savitsky, President 
of Student Council of Hunter College. 
Miss Savitsky is not and never has 
been a member of Avukah. The New 
York Post did not give anyone the 
basis for such a conclusion. 

I hope that you will correct the 
falsehood conveyed in this article. 

TRENE SALZMAN, 
Pres. Hunter College 
chapter of Avukah. 


Editor, JEwisH FRONTIER. 
Dear Sir: 

Miss Salzman states that I “de- 
liberately smear the Hunter Park 
chapter of Avukah with a Trotskyite 
brand.” May I assure her that had 
I wished to “smear” anyone I would 
have used more than twenty words in 
an article which approached four 
thousand. 


In the first place, I did not intimate 
that Hunter chapter of Avukah was 
Trotskyite. I did, and do, maintain that 
Avukah has a bias decidedly left, and 
wholly incompatible with my Zionism, 
or, what is more important, with the 
Zionist Organization of America with 
which Avukah has, or had, some con- 
nection. In support may I point out 


the Hunter chapter’s consistent sup- 
port of the American Student Union, 
up to and including participation in 
a recent A. S. U.—sponsored “peace 
rally.” Avukah’s members at the col- 
lege may feel that in supporting the 
actions of the American Student Union 
they are promoting the welfare of 
college students in various ways—but 
it is not Zionism. Furthermore, no 
one who co-operates with a Commu- 
nist-dominated organization has the 
right to call himself (or herself) a 
Zionist. 

As to the reporter and the lady, I 
was under the impression that the 
lady was not Miss Savitsky, although 
the reference was made in the same 
article. Nor does Miss Salzman seem 
to be too sure. I admit I may have 
my wires crossed, but both of us will 
have to check the back files of the 
Post before continuing. However, it 
has been brought to my attention that 
several members of the faculty have 
been surprised to find girls claiming 
to be Zionists (and Avukah is the 
only student Zionist organization) 
professing views widely at variance 
with what one would expect. 


If the Hunter chapter of Avukah is 
conscientiously Zionist and operates 
under no such alien taints as have 
characterized some other chapters at 
other times, none hopes that it is so 
more than I and I apologize. But ’ll 
have to be shown. 


REUVEN FRANK. 








THE AMERICAN LABOR 
COLONY, a cooperatively 
owned summer community in- 
vites to membership a limited 
number of professional and 
white collar workers, who desire 
to own their own bungalows 
amid congenial and refined sur- 
roundings. We own one hun- 
dred picturesque acres off 
Bronx River Parkway near York- 
town Heights, 42 miles from 
New York with facilities for 
bathing, sports, etc. 


Prica, $100.00 per quarter 
acre (four city blocks) payable 
on installments, Full details 
from 
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League for Labor Palestine 





Report of the Convention 
of the League for Labor 
Palestine 


With an imposing list of delegates 
from numerous communities in the 
country having functioning League 
chapters, the Convention of. the 
League for Labor Palestine opened 
in Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday eve- 
ning, May 23, 1941. 

Under the chairmanship of Dr. H. 
Harris of Philadelphia, an Oneg 
Shabbat program was conducted in 
the Adelphia Hotel. The guest speaker 
of the evening was Shalom Hektin of 
Kvutzat Yagur who has recently 
come from Palestine. Chaver Hektin 
spoke on present conditions in Pales- 
tine, touching very realistically upon 
the social, economic, cultural, and de- 
fense problems which the Yishuv 
faces today. Other speakers on the 
program were Yitzhak Sankowsky, 
who greeted the delegates in the name 
of the Philadelphia Arrangements 
Committee; Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Pre- 
sident of the League; and Dr. Her- 
man Seidel, who touched very briefly 
upon the problems which the Conven- 
tion would have to face in the course 
of its session. 

The first round-table discussion 
opened on Saturday afternoon at the 
Y. M. H. A. under the chairmanship 
of Miriam Lipton. Dr. Joseph Dia- 
mond, National Secretary of the 
League, presented his report indicat- 
ing some of the problems which the 
National Office has to cope with. This 
session was devoted entirely to an ex- 
haustive discussion of the problems of 
the League and of plans for its re- 
organization. The formal discussants 
were Dr. May Bere, A. G. Duker, Y. 
Sankowsky, and Dr. Herman Seidel. 
After a brief recess, the discussion 
was resumed with practically all of 
the delegates participating in it.. The 
delegates were then grouped into 
various Committees which met later in 
the evening and discussed problems of 
organization, constitution, finance and 
cultural activities. 

A public forum under the chair- 
manship of Rabbi Samuel Wohl was 
conducted at the Y.M.H.A. on Satur- 
day evening, May 24th. The guest 
speaker of the evening was Hayim 
Greenberg, editor of the Jewish Fron- 
tier, who spoke on “Reflections on 
the Present Political Situation in 
Palestine.” James Waterman Wise, 
Secretary of the Jewish Section of 
the Interfaith Committee for Aid to 
Britain, spoke briefly of the activities 


the Interfaith Committee and urged 
the Convention to adopt a resolution 
calling upon the chapters of the 
League for active participation in the 
work of the Jewish Section of the 
Interfaith Committee. 

The Sunday morning session was 
opened under the chairmanship of 
Benjamin R. Harris of Chicago, and 
was devoted entirely to a full discus- 
sion of a constitution which was sub- 
mitted by a special committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose consisting 
of S. Duker, Y. Sankowsky and Dr. 
Birnkrant. 


The various committees which met 
on Saturday afternoon then presented 
their reports. Ralph Wechsler of 
Newark presented the report of the 
Organization and Finance Committee; 
Benjamin R. Harris for the Cultural 
Committee; Miriam Lipton for the 
Nominations Committee and Dr. Stan- 
ley A. Ginsburgh for the Resolutions 
Committee. All reports were discussed 
in detail by the delegates assembled. 


The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

Chairman of the National Council: 
Rabbi Samuel Wohl of Cincinnati. 

National President: Dr. Herman 
Seidel of Baltimore. 

National Vice -Presidents: Charles 
Brown of Los Angeles; Samuel Du- 
ker, New York; Benjamin Harris, 
Chicago; Rabbi Edward L. Israel, 
Baltimore; Miriam Lipton, New York. 

National Secretary: Herman Laza- 
rus of Philadelphia. 


National Treasurer: Ralph Wechs- 
ler of Newark. 

Administrative Committee: Nathan 
Axelrod, Albany; Miss Sue Brecher, 
New York; Harry Burston, New 
York; Pinchas Cruso, New York; 
Dr. Stanley Ginsburgh, Springfield, 
Mass.; Isaac Hamlin, New York; Dr. 
M. Kushner, Philadelphia; Mrs. Mir- 
iam Nemetz, Hartford, Conn.; Mr. 
Louis Ruffman, Newark, N. J.; Miss 
Helen Samuels, New York; Mr. Itz- 
hak Sankowsky, Philadelphia; Mr. 
Michael Stolzberg, New York; Mr. 
Maurice Swartz, Syracuse; Mr. Philip 
Tannor, New York; Rabbi Joshua 
Trachtenberg, Easton,Pa.; Miss Fran- 
ces Wassermann, New York. 

In closing the Convention, Dr. Sei- 
del spoke on behalf of the newly 
elected administration, and Isaac 
Hamlin, on behalf of the National 
Labor Committee. The last speaker of 
the Convention was Israel Mereminski 
trom whose stirring address we quote 
the following: 


“Tt is the duty of every Zionist to 
fight fatalism and the confusion in 
the Jewish community. There are 
those who say we are on the eve of 
the ‘Third Destruction.’ ” 

The Palestine Yishuv has the cour- 
age to remain in its positions because 
of its Chalutziuth, because the Yishuv 
has begun to live a life of social 
justice, because they are not fighting 
for their own group. They are fight- 
ing the fight of the Jewish worker of 
tomorrow.” 

“With the help of the friends of 
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the Histadrut, we shall succeed, not 
only in defeating Hitler, but in re- 
moving the cause of Hitlerism.” 

“If we shall not defend ourselves 
now with our very lives, if necessary, 
no one will later be able to console 
us.” 

(Convention Resolutions will ap- 
pear in the next issue.) 


National Labor 
Committee Notes 


Histadrut Emergency 
Call Answered 


The critical war developments 
around Palestine led the Histadrut to 
call for a mobilization of all its man- 
power to resist the encroaching enemy. 
Cabling to the National Labor Com- 
mittee for Palestine that extraordinary 
measures are being taken to establish 
shelters, adequate food distribution, 
and manufacture defense materials, 
the Histadrut called for immediate 
financial assistance. In two weeks, 
$75,000 was cabled from the Geverk- 
shaften Campaign. 

The above transmission was enabled 
by spontaneous responses on the part 
of labor groups and campaign com- 
mittees throughout the country. David 
Dubinsky, president of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union, contributed $10,000 toward the 
emergency. $2,500 was sent in by Max 
Zaritsky, president of the Inter- 
national Cap: and Millinery Union, 
representing half its pledge, and an- 
other $2,500 by Jacob Potofsky, gen- 
eral secretary-treasurer of the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers’ Union and 
Abe Miller, secretary-treasurer of the 
N. Y. Joint Board of the ACWA. 

The New York branches of the Jew- 
ish National Workers’ Alliance and 
other organizations answered the call. 
Substantial checks were received from 
Los Angeles, Detroit, Boston, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Providence, Chattanooga, San Anto- 
nio, Washington, D. C. and other 
cities, Canada, including Toronto, Ot- 
tawa, Montreal, Saskatoon, Regina, 
Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg and 
Hamilton also sent in all available 
cash. 

Especially gratifying was the reac- 
tion of many Welfare Fund cities, 
which advanced funds on account of 
future allotments. 


Three Campaigns Concluded 
Successfully in May 


Philadelphia: With Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann and Professor Hayim Fine- 
man as guest speakers at the closing 
mass meeting on May 22nd, the Gev- 
erkshaften Campaign came to a cli- 


max with a substantial increase ove 
the 1940 total. 


Baltimore: Rabbi Israel Goldstein, 
president of the Jewish National 


Fund, and Dr. Walter C. Lowdermilk, 
assistant chief of the U. 8. Soil Con-~ 


servation Service, addressed an enthu- 
siastic audience of 800 at the close of 
the Baltimore Campaign on May 20th. 
Virtually all sections of the Zionist 
movement and the Jewish community 
participated in this coffee-and-cake 
banquet. 

Providence, R. I.: An increase of at 
least 25 per cent was announced at the 
conclusion of the Providence cam- 
paign, when a check was presented to 
Israel Mereminski, Histadrut delegate. 
Final figures for all three cities will be 
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ublished after an exact accounting is 
made, 


Tc islion Huberman Concert 
"In Boston Huge Success 


Performing before a captivated 
audience of Histadrut friends in Jor- 
dan Hall, Boston, Bronislaw Huber- 
man, founder of the Palestine Sym- 
phony Orchestra, rendered a perform- 
ance on his violin that will long be re- 
membered in New England music 
circles. Press reviews of the concert 
again testified to the eminent qualities 
of Huberman as an artist. 

The concert netted $2,700 for the 
Histadrut. Arrangements and the sou- 
venir journal were under the direction 
of Alex Shapiro, Morris Shapiro and 
Morris Gordon. 
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¥%& When the 29,000,000th Ford 
rolled recently from the assem- 
bly line, an all-time record for 
the industry was set. 

29,000,000 units built by the 
same management and all bear- 
ing one name—a name that has 
become one of the best-known 
trade-marks in the world! 

It is significant that this 
achievement comes at a time 
when our country is making a 
mighty effort to re-arm swiftly. 
For to further that effort, to help 
speed it along in any possible 
way, we have offered the vast 
facilities of the Rouge Plant and 
every ounce of our experience. 

As you read these words, a 
new $21,000,000 Ford airplane 
engine plant, started only last 
fall, is nearly completed. A new 
magnesium alloy plant, one of 
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the few in the country, is already i 
in production on lightweight 1 
airplane engine castings. Work | 
is right now under way on a | 
new $18,000,000 plant for mass 
production of big bomber I 
assemblies. Orders have been { 
filled for military vehicles of ] 
several types, including army | 
reconnaissance cars, army staff 
cars and bomb service trucks. ! 
In the midst of this activity for j 
National Defense, building the i 
29 millionth Ford car is simply i 
one part of the day’s work. i 
The public has acclaimed the 
1941 Ford car as the finest in Ford l 
history. Ford Dealers are enjoy- i 
ing their greatest salesand expect- ] 
ing their best year since 1937. | 
It is good to be producing the 
things America needs, and to be | 
setting records on the way! i 
1 
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This Tempting Meatless, Pareve Soup READY To Serve 


is Ready-to-Serve...Not Condensed! 


Choice, fresh vegetables, enriched by 
tasty spices, brewed in open kettles, 
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